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FOREWORD

This book was written by the late Frank B. Phillips during a
ten year period of His reti rement years when he and his wife
Dorothy were presenting the marvelous message of ÒChrist our
RighteousnessÓ in revival  meetings.  God greatly blessed his
efforts.  His sermons were eagerly listened to and rejoiced over,
shared with others, and attendees experienced reviving renewal
in thei r lives.  In 1978 a week of prayer was held at Andrews
University, during which Pastor Phillips was encouraged to pre-
pare a manuscript for publication.  He wrote the requested manu-
script, but it unfortunately remained unpublishedÑ almost for-
gottenÑ for more than twenty years.

Recently, however, through simple but wonderfully provi-
dential means, Elder PhillipsÕ messages have been again brought
to the attention of GodÕs childrenÑ through the sharing of his
revival  sermons on cassettes, CDs, the internet, and now via this
manuscriptÑ and we are happy to report that God is using these
messages in the same wonderful  way again!   We bel ieve God
has revived these messages to meet the urgent needs of His people
who, in too many cases, have never personally heard or applied
the li fe-changing truths of Christ Our Righteousness, and as a
result have only minimal ly experienced the more abundant li fe
anticipated in GodÕs word.

We are accordingly pleased to provide his messages in this
written form, and pray the assimilation of these truths wil l bring
about that abundant l ife, and wil l allow each reader to become
GodÕs own fortress in this rebel  world, each heart a strong tower
for truth and love, and each life a beacon of light on a hill bring-
ing others to the knowledge truth.
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THE WEDDING GARMENT

THE INTRODUCTION

The parable of the wedding garment holds a particular inter-
est for GodÕs people today.  It, along with the parable of the ten
virgins, has never been completed.  In both cases the end of the
parable does not occur until Jesus receives His bride.  In the first
parable the Groom is waiting for the bride.  In the second, the
bride is waiting for the Groom.

The wedding, i tself, represents the union of humanity with
divini ty.  The wedding garment, that must be worn, represents
the character of Christ, which is an essential for each guest at-
tending the marriage if they are to be accepted by the Father as
the GroomÕs bride.

Matthew 22 pictures three separate occasions when the King,
the GroomÕs Father, sent His servants out to bring the bride in
for the wedding.  The bride had been chosen and she had been
informed and knew she was to be married to the Groom.  The
record reads, ÒHe came unto his own, and his own received him
not.Ó  John 1:11.  The church, His chosen bride, was too busy
and did not wish to consummate the marriage on the terms re-
quired by the Groom.

The problem was the wedding garment.  The bride had in-
sisted upon wearing a garment of her own choiceÑ not that plain,
old-fashioned garment which the GroomÕs Father had planned
for her to wear.

The bride finally became so angered about the whole plan
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that she decided the only way out was to get rid of the Groom.
In order for her to do this it was necessary for her to take full
legal  responsibil ity for the deed.  There was a trial  and, even
though the judge and mob knew that the Groom was innocent, a
great cry was heard from the bride, Ò. . . Away with him, away
with him, cruci fy him.Ó  John 19:15.  So the terrible deed was
done.  The sense of relief to the bride was short-lived, however,
for the words of the Groom, spoken many days before, began to
trouble her: Ò. . . Destroy this temple, and in three days I will
raise it up.Ó  John 2:19.  The bride remembered how many
miracles He had performed when alive and her fear knew no
bounds.

True to His word, the Groom returned on the third dayÑ
alive and well .  He told one of the members of the brideÕs party
that He must make a quick trip to see His Father to make sure
that everything was all right as far as His own efforts to carry
out His FatherÕs plan were concerned.  John 20:17.

The trip was made and on the same day He was back visiting
with some of the members of the brideÕs fami ly.  This visit caused
many of the bridal  party to think very seriously.  Could this be
the same person that was crucified three days before?  Finally,
they were convinced that He was, indeed, the same person.  The
GroomÕs joy was great at being recognized, and He sent the whole
group out to find the rest of the bridal  party and bring them back
to Him.  The bride, however, had other ideas and refused to come.
It was that wedding garment problem again.

The root of the problem was that every single member of the
brideÕs party (the church) who had ever claimed to believe and
accept the Groom had received a wedding garment.  The ques-
tion was not where to purchase one or how to make one, for
when they accepted the invitation to become a member of the
brideÕs party the garment was received as a gi ft.  The problem
was wearing it!

Now there came a time quite soon after this when the Groom
saw that He was not going to be married to His chosen bride, for
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she refused to wear the garment.  He, therefore, told His friends
to stop trying to convince His chosen bride to come and accept
Him.  He told them to go anywhere and find Him a bride that
would be willing to wear the garment.

They traveled far and wide.  In fact, they went over the Òface
of the whole earthÓ to carry the gospel (the good news) giving
the invi tation (Colossians 1:23), but not many were interested.

For the next (approximately) eighteen hundred years many
servants were sent out to represent the Groom and to invite any-
one to join the bridal party.  It seemed the old question kept
coming upÑ  the wedding garment.  Some said that it was not
necessary to be so rigid.  Some fel t that their own garment was
good enough.  The arguments went on and on.

The time came when even the servants, themselves, were
confused.  They were inviting the guests without even mention-
ing the garment that was necessary to be worn.  Some even said,
ÒIf you give enough money, you wonÕt need to worry about the
garment.Ó  There were many who said, ÒWe are not sure what
the garment is all about anyway, so just forget it; only believe
and you will be welcomed by the Groom.Ó

The years rolled by and the bride was still not ready.  The
Groom was anxious to come and receive His bride so He sent
special instructions through one member of the brideÕs party.  He
had often sent special instruction to His bride by special  messen-
gers and, again, He hoped to clear away some of the problems
that had been so confusing by using this special  gift.  In these
messages He was careful to give more detailed instructions as to
how to put on and wear the garment that seemed such a problem.
The special instructions were welcomed by some and rejected
by others.  Those who accepted the added help seemed to get
along well with the garment in question.  They found it a real
blessing that solved all of their problems.  Those who rejected
the help seemed to stil l have the same old difficulties.

In time the King knew that He could not put the wedding off
much longer.  Therefore, He impressed Elders Jones and
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Waggoner in November of 1888 to meet with a part of the bridal
party who were in conference studying how best to prepare the
bride for the wedding.  These two men insisted that the message
they were preaching was the true way to get ready for the wed-
ding.

The wedding garment was the problem again.  Some were
willing to wear part of the garment if they could adjust i t to
blend with thei r own.  Others said they wanted no part of it at
all.  A few saw the garment as a gift and accepted it, wearing i t
gladly ever after.

The problem was not settled, however, as far as the bride
was concerned.  In a few years the problem seemed to go away.
Another effort was made by the Groom to awaken His bride
from her deadly slumber.  This occurred in the early part of this
century.  Books were written and sent out with clear instructions
as to how to get ready for the wedding.  The bride, however, was
still  not sure about the garment, even though the Groom had
continuously kept cal ling to her, ÒAwake, awake; put on thy
strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful  garments . . .Ó  Isaiah 52:1.

In patience the Groom waited until He could scarcely wai t
longer.  Problems in the world were mounting so rapidly.  Politi-
cal ly, economically, socially, environmentally, spiritual ly and
physically the world had been brought to the brink of disaster.
Once again the Groom has set Himself to prepare His bride to be
ready for His soon return by urging them to be willing to wear
the garment.

There is no garment like the wedding garment in the whole
world.  It brings peace, joy, satisfaction and love into the human
heart.  But it is invisible to the wearer, as well as to other mem-
bers of the bridal party (the church).  However, it becomes the
magnetic force to draw others to accept the gospel  invitation.

This is the reason that it was only when the King came in to
see the guests at the wedding that the one not having on the
wedding garment was speechless when asked about it.  Mat-
thew 22:12.  He felt at home with the party until the King came
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in.  Only then did he realize his pretense was recognized, and he
was without excuse.  Remember, he had received a garment when
he accepted the invitation.  What could he say?  There, across
his lap, was the garment neatly folded.  He believed the prin-
ciples it represented, but it was so uncomfortable to wear, it was
so restricting.  He intended to put i t on and wear it, but not yet.
No wonder he was speechless.

This book is intended to clearly reveal how to receive and
wear the wedding garment which all must have and wear if they
are to meet the Lord in peace and not be speechless when He
comes.  As you read the next chapter you will discover who is
behind all  this confusion and how you may be free from his
power.  Then, and only then, can we see clearly the ÒhowÓ and
ÒwhyÓ of GodÕs great plan of redemption.
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1.

CONFI DENTIAL!
TOP SECRET I NFORMATION!

The human mind is the battleground for the most deadly con-
flict ever fought on this planet.  Christ seeks to control our minds
so that we might reach the highest fulfil lment of the capabi lities
that He, Himsel f, built into that marvelous organ.  Satan, on the
other hand, seeks to retain control of that mind which is Òenmi ty
against God.Ó  Romans 8:7.

The human mind has been compared to a computer in which
the memory bank is being programmed every waking moment
by one of two sources: Christ or Satan.  L ike the computer, the
mindÕs function depends upon the information it receives.  Hav-
ing analyzed the information, the mind then determines its deci-
sion and subsequent course of action.

ÒChrist is the source of every right impulse.Ó1   In opposi-
tion, ÒSatan is ever seeking to impress and control the mind, and
none of us are safe except as we have a constant connection with
God.Ó2  ÒThere are but two powers that control the minds of
menÑ the power of God and the power of Satan.Ó3   ÒSatan takes
control of every mind that is not decidedly under the control of
the Spirit of God.Ó4

In the clear, penetrating l ight of the foregoing statements, let
us attempt to analyze how the two great powers of good and evi l
work.  ÒCome now, and let us reason together . . .Ó Isaiah 1:18 is
the basis of GodÕs plan of working with the human family.  ÒGod
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first requires the heart, the affections.Ó5   (The mind and heart
are used interchangeably in Scripture as wel l as in the writings
of Ellen White.)

ÒMy son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my
ways.Ó  Proverbs 23:26.

ÒThe plan of beginning outside and trying to work
inward has always failed and always wil l fail.  GodÕs
plan with you is to begin at the seat of all  difficulties, the
heart, and then from out of the heart will  issue the prin-
ciples of righteousness; the reformation will  be outward
as well as inward.Ó6

Often it is said about someone who is learning how to be-
come a Christian, ÒAll that he has left to do is give up this or that
bad habit.Ó  Possessions, attitudes or habits of life do not consti-
tute the problem; they are only symptoms of the real problem.
God says, Ò. . . man looketh on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looketh on the heart.Ó  1 Samuel  16:7.  ÒKeep thy heart
with al l dil igence; for out of i t are the issues of life.Ó  Proverbs
4:23.

ÒAs the leaven, when mingled with the meal , works
from within outward, so it is by the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the l ife.  No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God.  There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habi t, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place.  Our first work is with the heart.Ó7

We can readily see that GodÕs method of accomplishing His
goal for man is to begin with the heart or mind.  Even this must
be by our wil ling permission.  ÒBehold, I stand at the door and
knock . . .Ó Revelation 3:20.  ÒIf ye be willing and obedient, ye
shall eat the good of the land.Ó  Isaiah 1:19.  Ò. . . God wil l accept
only will ing service.Ó8
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Therefore, He cannot accept obedience that is the result of

obligation, force, or even the desire to satisfy a guil ty conscience.

ÒThe man who attempts to keep the commandments
of God from a sense of obligation merelyÑ because he
is requi red to do soÑ will never enter the joy of obedi-
ence.  He does not obey.  When the requirements of God
are accounted a burden because they cut across human
inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian
life.  True obedience is the outworking of a principle
within.  It springs from the love of righteousness, the
love of the law of God.Ó9

SatanÕs method of working began in heaven where he was
successful in his effort to spread the rebell ion that began in his
own mind.  ÒIt was his policy to perplex with subtle arguments
concerning the purposes of God.  Everything that was simple he
shrouded in mystery, and by artful perversion cast doubt upon
the plainest statements of Jehovah.Ó10

His plan worked so well that he has carried it out here on
earth for nearly six thousand years.

ÒThe enemy is a master worker, and if GodÕs people
are not constantly led by the Spirit of God, they will be
snared and taken.

For thousands of years Satan has been experiment-
ing upon the properties of the human mind, and he has
learned to know it well.  By his subtle workings in these
last days, he is linking the human mind with his own,
imbuing it with his thoughts; and he is doing this work
in so deceptive a manner that those who accept his guid-
ance know not that they are being led by him at his will.
The great deceiver hopes so to confuse the minds of men
and women, that none but his voice will be heard.Ó11
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SatanÕs work began in heaven by suggesting doubts, ques-

tions and thoughts in such a subtle way that the unfal len angels
were not aware that they were being led by him.  They uttered
thoughts that originated with him, thinking they were thei r
own.12   Any plan that worked so well in heaven would surely
work well on earth.  We are witnesses to its success.

Now let us analyze these plans together.  Both powers are
seeking complete control of the mind to the exclusion of the
other.  God, by manÕs wil ling surrender to Him; Satan, by manÕs
insistence on independenceÑ a gift from the devil  himsel f.

ÒThe enemy is preparing for his last campaign against
the church.  He has so concealed himself from view that
many can hardly believe that he exists, much less can
they be convinced of his amazing activity and power.
They have to a great extent forgotten his past record; and
when he makes another advance move, they will not rec-
ognize him as their enemy, that old serpent, but they wil l
consider him a friend, one who is doing a good work.
Boasting of thei r independence they will, under his spe-
cious, bewitching influence, obey the worst impulses of
the human heart and yet believe that God is leading them.
Could their eyes be opened to distinguish their captain,
they would see that they are not serving God, but the
enemy of al l righteousness.  They would see that their
boasted independence is one of the heaviest fetters Sa-
tan can rivet on unbalanced minds.Ó13

God says through Jesus Christ, ÒIf the Son therefore shal l
make you free, ye shall be free indeed.Ó  John 8:36.  Satan says,
ÒCome on now, you donÕt need to be a slave to anyone.Ó

God, by open confrontation, uses reason.  Satan, by keeping
hidden, causes man to feel  that he is doing his own thinking and
making his own decisions when, in fact, the opposite is the case.

In this great contest there is one thing that Satan is exceed-
ingly careful to keep hiddenÑ his own weakness.  It had been
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his plan to secure manÕs fal l, and then he hoped that he and guil ty
man would be forgiven and be accepted back into GodÕs favor.
God had planned otherwise.  Since Satan and his angels had
fallen by open rebel lion, and man had fallen through tempta-
tion, their guil t was not equal .  Therefore, God directed that man
alone would be given an opportunity to accept of the redeeming
power of GodÕs gift in His Son through the plan of salvation.

Satan soon learned that his plan had made it necessary for
Jesus, GodÕs Son, to become a human being and pay the penal ty
for sin in manÕs place.  The devi l rejoiced in this fact.  However,
he did have a problem.  How could he now hold man in his
power?  Herein l ies SatanÕs best kept secret!

At the very highest level within the mind of man God placed
His most precious gift to manÑ the will.  ÒThis is the governing
power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice.
Everything depends on the right action of the will.Ó 14  ÒYour
will is the spring of al l your actions.Ó15   With such a power in
SatanÕs control , how easy it would be to bring man to destruc-
tion while deceiving him into thinking he had plenty of time to
change as he desired.

Now, what about the careful ly kept secret?  ÒThis will , that
forms so important a factor in the character of man, was at the
fall given into the control  of Satan; and he has ever since been
working in man to will  and to do of his own pleasure, but to the
utter ruin and misery of man.Ó16

But why is this such an important secret?  Because here is
the method of SatanÕs control  without his involvement even be-
ing recognized.  This is exactly the same method he used in
heaven.  Satan knows that God wil l not remove this control from
him, for God will never force our will.  The Lord has just one
planÑ to win us back to Himself.  Because of His gift in giving
Jesus to mankind, God can say, ÒYield yoursel f up to Me; give
me that will; take it from the control of Satan, and I will take
possession of it; then I can work in you to will  and to do of My
good pleasure.Ó17
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Man must remove his will  from SatanÕs control  before he

can give it to Christ.  Satan well  knows that he cannot retain or
force manÕs will if man chooses to remove it from his control.
ÒThe tempter has no power to control  the wil l or to force the
soul to sin.Ó18   As long as Christ has control , Satan is power-
less.  ÒSatan knows that he cannot overcome man unless he can
control his will.Ó19

ÒThe tempter can never compel  us to do evil.  He cannot
control minds unless they are yielded to his control .  The will
must consent, faith must let go its hold upon Christ, before Sa-
tan can exercise his power upon us.Ó20   Here lies his weakness.
ÒSatan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides in Christ
is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and that, should
he reveal himself openly, he would be met and resisted.Ó21

It must be understood that while we can remove our wil l
from Satan, we have no power to keep it ourselves.  It must be
surrendered completely to Jesus.  Only God alone can keep i t
safe from SatanÕs deceptions.  Unless our will is decidedly in
Christ, Satan will  take control again.  ÒNone but Christ can fash-
ion anew the character that has been ruined by sin.  He came to
expel the demons that had control led the will .Ó22

There is one more fact that we must understand clearly in
regard to how Satan and his demons control the will .  ÒThose
who would not fall a prey to SatanÕs devices must guard wel l the
avenues to the soul; they must avoid reading, seeing, or hearing
that which will suggest impure thoughts.Ó23   ÒAll should guard
the senses, lest Satan gain victory over them; for these are the
avenues to the soul.Ó24

The five senses are the devilÕs playgroundÑ taste, touch,
sight, hearing, and smellingÑ all  have one common denomina-
torÑ each must be reduced to feelings before i t can be used of
Satan to fi t into his plan.  He uses our feelings in place of reason
to guide the wil l.  Perhaps we should ask ourselves how many
decisions we make each day through feelings rather than through
the use of reason.
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As we take our will from SatanÕs control  and surrender it to

Jesus, He purifies i t and returns i t to us linked with His own
will.  It is thus that He abides in us and we in Him.  The result is
that when doing His will, we are but doing our own.

This surrender must not be thought of as a trifl ing experi-
enceÑ something that can be done with li ttle effort or thought.
ÒIt is through the will  that sin retains its hold upon us.  The
surrender of the will  is represented as plucking out the eye or
cutting off the hand.Ó25

Let us suppose that a child of God is plagued with a sinful
habit that he enjoys.  He knows that he should give it up and at
times even prays that God will take it from him.  He may even
be persuaded to surrender this evil habi t to God.  What he needs
to know is that this condition is a symptom of an unsurrendered
will.  He is still desiring to di rect his own life and is blind to the
fact that when God controls the wil l we sti ll do the choosing, but
it is then our greatest desire to do His will and not our own.  We
need to understand that our natural desire to Òdo our own thingÓ
is changed to a natural desire to do His will  by the surrender
process.  We lose nothing except a desire to please sel f.  We gain
by living on a new plane where sin has lost its power and peace
reigns in the soul.

When the wil l is in GodÕs control, the five senses are re-
duced to reason and conscience rather than feel ings.  We then
live by fai th in place of feelings.  Living by faith does not do
away with feelings but puts them in their proper place.  They
must fol low the exercise of the wil l rather than to be the motiva-
tion for the action of the will.

Now you know the enemyÕs top secret!  If you have never
thought to take your wil l from SatanÕs control, why not do i t
right now?  Just say audibly to Satan, ÒI am taking my will from
your control and surrendering it to Jesus.Ó  Then say to Jesus,
ÒPlease take my will for I cannot keep it.Ó

Jesus promises to take, puri fy, cleanse, and return that wil l
to you linked with His own. ÒWhen you give up your own will,
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your own wisdom, and learn of Christ, you will find admittance
into the kingdom of God.Ó26

There is no power in heaven or earth that can force us to take
this simple step.  Let us keep in mind that it is the simple steps in
GodÕs plan of salvation that Satan tries to keep us from believ-
ing and implementing.  His power over us can be broken with
such a simple step as keeping our will surrendered to God every
day.  He knows that we hold the key in our hands.  Wil l you take
this step and use this key?  It will open to you the power of
heaven as you link yourself with God.

Notes:

1    Steps to Christ, p. 26.
2    Testimonies, vol. 4, p. 542.
3    Temperance, p. 276.
4   Testimonies to Ministers, p. 79.
5    Testimonies, vol. 2, p. 169.
6    Counsels on Diet and Foods, p. 35.
7    ChristÕs Object Lessons, p. 97.
8    The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 977.
9    ChristÕs Object Lessons, p. 97.
10   Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 41.
11   Selected Messages, book 2, pp. 352-353.
12   Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 35-40.
13   Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 294.
14   Steps to Christ, p. 47.
15   Messages to Young People, p. 135.
16   Messages to Young People, p. 154.
17   Messages to Young People, p. 154.
18   The Great Controversy, p. 510.
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19   Temperance, p. 16.
20   The Desire of Ages, p. 125.
21   The Great Controversy, p. 530.
22   The Desire of Ages, p. 38.
23   The Acts of the Apostles, p. 518.
24   The Adventist Home, p. 401.
25   Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 61.
26   Selected Messages, book 1, p. 110.
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2.

PERFECTLY LEGAL

ÒBe ye therefore perfect even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.Ó  Matthew 5:48.  This statement from ChristÕs
Sermon on the Mount clearly tel ls us that GodÕs plan for man
has never changed.  He created man perfect.

When Adam fell from that state of perfection, the human
family inheri ted his guilt.  Nevertheless, manÕs fallen condition
has not lessened one bit the perfection requirement that Jesus
clearly states in Matthew 5:48.

However, God has a plan through which man can meet His
requirements.  That plan is simple enough to be understood by
man, yet it is so comprehensive that only God can ever probe its
depths.  John 3:16.

Satan, by misrepresenting GodÕs character to man, has caused
that plan to be misunderstood.  As a result, man has devised
many methods to reach perfection.  We feel sorry for the Hindu
who might roll  on a bed of spikes.  Yet, we try to reach that same
goal by doing good things that we are led to believe a good Chris-
tian should do i f he expects to reach heaven.

It doesnÕt matter how close to the genuine a counterfei t is.  A
counterfeit is still a counterfeit.  The closer it looks to the genu-
ine, the more deceptive it becomes which is why  ÒThe strongest
bulwark of vice in our world is not the . . . life of the abandoned
sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that l ife which otherwise
appears vi rtuous, honorable, and noble, but in which one sin is
fostered, one vice indulged.Ó1



His Robe Or Mine / 22
That sin may be smal l.  But it is not the size of the sin that is

so important as is the refusal to recognize sinÕs mal ignant nature
and surrender our rebellion to Jesus.  It is resistance to His work
in our lives that grieves His heart, for there is nothing He can do
until we are will ing to be yielded as the clay in the potterÕs hands.

GodÕs plan is succinctly stated in Steps to Christ.

ÒIt was possible for Adam, before the fal l, to form a
righteous character by obedience to GodÕs law.  But he
failed to do this, and because of his sin our natures are
fallen and we cannot make ourselves righteous.  Since
we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy
law.  We have no righteousness of our own with which to
meet the claims of the law of God.  But Christ has made
a way of escape for us.   He lived on earth amid trials and
temptations such as we have to meet.  He lived a sinless
life.  He died for us, and now He offers to take our sins
and give us His righteousness.  If you give yourself to
Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as
your life may have been, for His sake you are accounted
righteous.  ChristÕs character stands in place of your char-
acter, and you are accepted of God just as if you had not
sinned.Ó2

Here we have GodÕs marvelous plan in one passage.  This
plan, however, is more comprehensive than we see at first glance.
Paul tel ls us, ÒHe [God] has made known to us His hidden pur-
poseÑ such was His will and pleasure determined beforehand
in ChristÑ to be put into effect when the time was ripe: namely,
that the universe, al l in heaven and on earth, might be brought
into a uni ty in Christ.Ó  Ephesians 1:10, NEB.

Think of it!  The enti re universe al l drawn together in perfect
harmony by the magnetic force of the love of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

But this is not all.  We obtain an inheri tance Ò. . . being pre-
destinated (pre-planned for) according to the purpose of Him
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[God] who worketh all things after the counsel of His [GodÕs]
own will.Ó  Ephesians 1:11.  Can you imagine what is involved
when we become inheritors?  This means that we are actual
members of His familyÑ His flesh and bones.  We are more than
adopted; we are grafted into the true vine.  We shall speak more
of this in a later chapter.

Now since in GodÕs plan Jesus is the cohesive power around
which the entire universe revolves, and every being is bound to
Him with cords of love, we can see that ChristÕs character of
love (His robe of righteousness) given to meÑ a sinner, would
be the only way that angels, inhabitants of other worlds and men
and women of all countries of earth could agree without ques-
tion that we are safe for eternity.  Only as we become l ike Him
in character can we reveal  stabil ity that cannot be shaken.

I am certain that by now we have discovered that the only
way to perfection is through justificationÑ just as if I had never
sinned.  I hope that it is equal ly clear that justification is the
crediting of ChristÕs perfect character to an imperfect and help-
less sinner.

ÒWhat is justification by fai th?  It is the work of God
in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man
that which is not in his power to do for himself.  When
men see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ.Ó3

Let us now look at the process of justification.  The Bible
says it well in one sentence.  ÒTherefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.Ó  Ro-
mans 5:1.  In other words, ChristÕs death enables Him to justify
everyone who wishes to be justified.  ÒOn the cross of Calvary
He paid the redemption price of the race.  And thus He gained
the right to rescue the captives from the grasp of the great de-
ceiver.Ó4   We can readi ly see that faith is only the means and
not the basis of justification.  We do not stand on the ground of
faith, but fai th enables me to stand, trusting GodÕs word.  Faith
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is more real than any or all of our five senses.  (See The SDA
Bible Commentary, vol 6, p. 1073.)

Now there is another side to look at when we consider this
matter of fai th.  Paul states, ÒKnowing that a man is not justified
by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works
of the law shall no flesh be justified.Ó  Galatians 2:16.

Let us examine a statement from the Review &  Herald, April
24, 1888:

ÒWe should study the life of our Redeemer, for He is
the only perfect example for men.  We should contem-
plate the infini te sacrifice of Calvary, and behold the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin and the righteousness of the
law.  You will  come from a concentrated study of the
theme of redemption strengthened and ennobled.  Your
comprehension of the character of God will be deepened;
and with the whole plan of salvation clearly defined in
your mind, you will  be better able to fulfi ll your divine
commission.  From a sense of thorough conviction, you
can then testi fy to men of the immutable character of the
law manifested by the death of Christ on the cross, the
malignant nature of sin, and the righteousness of God in
justifying the bel iever in Jesus on condition of his future
obedience to the statutes of GodÕs government in heaven
and earth.Ó5

Please read again the last sentence of the foregoing para-
graph and notice upon which condition God justifies men.

We cannot understand this kind of faith.  This is GodÕs won-
derful faith in His own plan of salvation as it appl ies to meÑ a
sinner.  All we can say is, ÒLord, I believe, help Thou my unbe-
lief.Ó

I am so glad that God has given to every man the measure of
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faith.  And how much faith is that?  Just enough faith to reach
out like the poor father with the demon- possessed son.  Our
faith simply opens the door for Christ to help us according to
our need and His glory.  Jesus is not only the author, but the
finisher of our fai th.  Hebrews 12:2.

The process of justification is therefore a legal one.  When
we have a legal work to be done we must find someone qual i-
fied to do i t.  Jesus is the only One qualified to do our legal
work.  ÒOn the cross of Calvary He paid the redemption price of
the race.  And thus He gained the right to rescue the captives
from the grasp of the great deceiver.Ó6

As the soldiers were driving the nails through the SaviourÕs
hands, ÒJesus was earning the right to become our attorney in
the FatherÕs presence.Ó7   Justification, being a legal work, can
only deal with our legal standing (our record) and not with us
personally.  When a criminal  is pardoned by the legal process of
law, his standing before the law is changed but his character is
unaffected.

For this same reason, justification is credited righteousness.
This is in no way an inferior or incomplete righteousness.  There
is nothing that time, experience, talent or effort can add to this
marvelous gift.  Jesus lived in this world for thirty-three and
one-half years and developed a perfect character.  This is His
unspeakable gift to us.

Let your imagination stretch to its utmost limits and sti ll it is
impossible to conceive of anything that you could add to that
unseakable gift of His perfection credi ted to us.

Here is where the human nature is tempted to believe that
perfection cannot be ours in reali ty unless we do some of the
work of developing it.  There is a work, of course, a most trying
and painstaking work for us to do which we will soon see clearly.
However, we must keep in mind that only God can do His work
and only man can do his work.  It is as impossible for God to do
manÕs work, and be consistent with His own laws, as it is for
man to do GodÕs work which he has no power to do anyway.
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SanctificationÑ the imparted righteousness of GodÑ is the

process which clearly defines and clari fies our work from His.
We wil l discuss sancti fication in another chapter.

It is through justification that we are credi ted as obeying
GodÕs commandments.  (See Christ Our Righteousness, p. 99,
Review & Herald, August 22, 1893.)

ÒTherefore being justi fied by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.Ó  Romans 5:1.  Jesus not only
justifies me but also makes peace between me, the sinner, and
God, my Maker whom I have been rebel ling against.  ÒThe be-
liever is not called upon to make his peace with God; he never
has nor ever can do this.  He is to accept Christ as his peace, for
with Christ is God and peace.Ó8

Ò . . . The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  So then they
that are in the flesh cannot please God.Ó  Romans 8:7-8.  Carnal-
ity is a term that should shock every church member into action.
Contrary to common bel ief, carnal ity does not refer to the man
of the world who does not know God, but rather to the man of
the church who knows God but does not follow on to know Him
better.

Paul refers to three levels of life of human beings: the natu-
ral man, the carnal man, and the spiritual man.  1 Corinthians
2:14, 15 & 3:1.  We are all li ving on one of these levels.  The
natural  is the nature we inherited from birth.  The spiritual is the
nature given by God when we are born again and when we con-
tinue to grow in Christ.  The carnal nature is between the two.  It
is that new nature given to man when he is born of the Spiri t and
not of the flesh, but who did not grow Ò. . . unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.Ó  Ephesians 4:13.

This is the condi tion of man as described by John in Revela-
tion 3:14-22 Ò. . . neither cold nor hot . . . lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot . . . I wil l spew thee out of my mouth . . .Ó
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ÒThe figure of spewing out of His mouth means that

He cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of
love to God.  He cannot endorse your teaching of His
word or your spiri tual work in anywise.  He cannot
present your religious exercises with the request that grace
be given you.Ó9

We are well aware of the fact that unless our prayers are
anointed with the Spiri t of the Lord Jesus, God does not hear us.
Ò . . . No man cometh unto the Father, but by me,Ó said Jesus in
John 14:6.  This leaves us in a position where we must make a
decision.  This is why Jesus said, Ò . . . I would thou wert cold or
hot.Ó  Revelation 3:15.  Revelation 3:18 carefully follows with,
ÒI counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire . . .Ó  We must
keep in mind that man makes this purchase without money and
without price.  Isaiah 55:1.

Someone has said Òvictory is born out of crisis.Ó  Our crisis
is to see the utter foolishness of the lukewarm condi tion and
sense our real need of the gold God advises us to obtain.  Here
we need special wisdom, for many have come to this point but
followed SatanÕs plan.  They think they are walking out of their
problems when he is only leading them into deeper problems.

To Òturn over a new leaf,Ó to Òdetermine to do better,Ó to Òbe
more faithfulÓ are good ideas but they are powerless to change
the li fe.

ÒAs the leaven, when mingled with the meal , works
from within outward, so it is by the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the l ife.  No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God.  There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habi t, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place.  Our first work is with the heart.Ó10   (See
also Selected Messages, book 1, p. 353.)
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The decision we must make is to allow the mind of Christ to

become ours.  ÒLet this mind be in you, which was also in Christ
Jesus.Ó  Philippians 2:5.

ÒGod has made provision that we may become like
Him, and He will  accomplish this for all  who do not in-
terpose a perverse will  and thus frustrate His grace.Ó

ÒWith untold love our God has loved us, and our love
awakens toward Him as we comprehend something of
the length and breadth and depth and height of this love
that passeth knowledge.  By the revelation of the attrac-
tive loveliness of Christ, by the knowledge of His love
expressed to us while we were yet sinners, the stubborn
heart is mel ted and subdued, and the sinner is transformed
and becomes a child of heaven.  God does not employ
compulsory measures; love is the agent which He uses
to expel  sin from the heart.  By it He changes pride into
humility, and enmity and unbelief into love and faith.Ó11

With faith as the vehicle and love as the power, each originating
with and coming from Christ, we can easily see that the process
must be His also.  Praise God!  It is His by right of His own
purchase through His willing death upon the cross.  ÒOn the
cross of Calvary He paid the redemption price of the race.  And
thus He gained the right to rescue the captives from the grasp of
the great deceiver.Ó12  This makes it clear that Christ took care
of every conceivable legal consideration that GodÕs holy law
demanded before He attempted to rescue man from the pit of sin
into which he had fallen.  For Christ is Ò . . . the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.Ó  Revelation 13:8.

Now, of course, we recognize that GodÕs plan effectively
silences SatanÕs charges that since man had sinned, he belonged
to him.  Oh, the blessedness of the most precious gift God gives
to man when He gives back the will that Adam surrendered at
the time when he fell !  This gift of a returned wil l enables us to
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choose to love, serve, and obey another master even if we know
that we do not have power to accomplish that which we have
chosen to do.

That choice freed God to carry out His plan to legally justify
and credit to me, a sinner, His perfect character that He devel-
oped here on this earth while buffeted by the most severe temp-
tations of Satan.  That is why our record reads Òjust as if IÕd
never sinned,Ó and Satan can do nothing about it.  That is the
reason why when Òthe Son makes you free you are free indeed.Ó

Let me repeat: The vehicle is fai th, the power is love, the
process is the plan of redemption, and praise His holy name! i tÕs
legal  anywhere in the enti re world.  It is not only legal, but i t
also constitutes the only source of real joy and happiness for the
entire world.

Notes:

1   Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 94.
2   Steps to Christ, p. 62.
3   The Review and Herald, September 16, 1902,

Christ Our Righteousness, p. 104.
4   Questions on Doctrine, p. 672.
5   Christ Our Righteousness, p. 35.
6   Questions on Doctrine, p. 672.
7   The Desire of Ages, p. 744.
8   Selected Messages, book 1, p. 395.
9   Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 408.
10   ChristÕs Object Lessons, p. 97.
11   Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 76, 77.

12   Questions on Doctrines, p. 672
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3.
HOW GOOD I S PERFECT?

ÒWhat do ye imagine against the Lord?  He will  make an
utter end; affliction shall not rise up the second time.Ó  Nahum
1:9.  These words of Scripture constitute one of the most amaz-
ing promises found in all of the Bible.

GodÕs Word also declares, ÒIf the Son therefore shall  make
you free, ye shall be free indeed.Ó  John 8:36. This amazing prom-
ise, that man will never fail  again, will  be carried out in this
freedom which He gives to us.  Here we have pictured to us a
time that is coming in the near future when, not even in thought,
will sin raise its ugly head again.

Our first response to this thought is apt to be that with al l
evil removed there wil l be no inclination to sin, so obedience
will be natural.  However, this was the condition in heaven when
sin started.  And let me further remind you that in times of ease
and prosperity man strays farthest from the Lord.  IsnÕt this one
of the major problems of the church today?  ÒRich and increased
with goods,Ó but destitute of love.

How is God able to make such a sweeping promise?  In
Malachi  4:1 God says that the cleansing fi re that puri fies the
earth wil l, in the process, also remove sinÑ both root and branch.
In John 15:5 Jesus says, ÒI am the vine, ye are the branches . . . .Ó
Here Jesus was speaking to His disciples after one had separated
himself from the twelve.  Would it not be just as true to say that
Satan is also the root from which the branches of the world are
growing?  These are to be consumed in the cleansing fire.
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But we must look much deeper to see what is involved in

GodÕs promise of Nahum 1:9, which declares an enemy shal l
not arise the second time.  The first enemy arose by looking to
himsel f!

There has always been the possibility within the freedom of
GodÕs creation for the root of sin to spring up.  How can God
promise that not one of His redeemed, or someone from an
unfallen world, or even an angel from heaven will ever, even in
thought, rebel against Him?  Marvel of marvels, this will be the
impact of the plan of salvation throughout GodÕs creation!  God,
who knows the future, assures us that this will be so.

GodÕs work is already finished for those who dwell in the
heavens.  Inhabited worlds and angels have been able to rejoice
that they have been liberated from the presence of evil angels
and from Satan.  Revelation 12:12.  However, this quarantined
earth and its inhabitants are fully aware of the presence of Satan
and his workers.

Even so, to some of us sin has not yet become exceedingly
sinful.  Its deadly nature has not come through to us as malig-
nant (deadly).  Somehow we think that we can drop its bewitch-
ing influence upon us just before we are permitted to enter heaven.

ÒAngel ic perfection fai led in heaven.  Human perfection
failed in Eden . . . Our only hope is perfect trust in the blood of
Him who can save to the uttermost al l that come unto God by
Him.Ó1   To the uttermost means saving from self not in self.
The malignant nature of sin is revealed as we trust in self rather
than in GodÕs Word!

Could this be the reason why there is in our world today an
unprecedented call from every class of society for sel f-expres-
sion?  Nations are demanding independence.  Ci ties, towns and
villages are al l declaring their own authori ty.  Famil ies are being
broken almost as fast as they are formed.  Children are Òdoing
their own thingÓ as a direct result of the self-expression atmo-
sphere that permeates the world.
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Satan is doing his work well.  Thus, self-assertiveness and

self-worth are declared to be the answer to personal , as well  as
public, problems.  Think what this spirit started in heaven so
long ago.  ÒWe cannot retain sel f and yet enter the kingdom of
God.  If we ever attain unto hol iness, it will  be through the re-
nunciation of self and the reception of the mind of Christ.Ó2

Selfish thoughts not only unfit us for heaven, but Òwhen self
is woven into our labors, then the truth we bear to others does
not sanctify, refine, and ennoble our own hearts; it wil l not tes-
tify that we are fit vessels for the MasterÕs use.Ó3

How are we to be free from self?  Hebrews 12:6 tells us, Ò. .
. He chasteneth . . . every son whom he receiveth.Ó  This is to
remove every root of bitterness (self) that could spring up to
trouble us.

ÒSee that ye refuse not him that speaketh . . .Ó  Hebrews
12:25.  How easy to hide sel f behind a screen of not understand-
ing when He speaks.  God does not promise that we shall under-
stand everything before we follow His cal ling.  Hebrews 11 re-
veals a large number of fai thful who did not understand GodÕs
purposes, yet they all obeyed.  Abel, Enoch, Noah and Abraham
are just a few.  Some might call  this blind faith.  But I would
remind you that GodÕs chi ldren Ò . . . walk by faith, not by sight.Ó
2 Corinthians 5:7.

How good is perfect?  Perfection is not a state of goodness
to be attained, but rather a state of trusting God implicitly with-
out doubting or questioning.  It was this characteristic that marked
JobÕs life and enabled God to say that Job was Ò . . . a perfect and
an upright man. . .Ó  Job 1:8.

This commendation from the Lord came in spite of the fact
that Job testifies in chapter 42:6, Ò. . . I abhor myself, and repent
in dust and ashes.Ó  Noah was declared to be Ò. . . just. . . and
perfect . . .Ó  Genesis 6:9.  Yet, like Lot, Moses, Abraham, David
and Solomon, the Bible record of their lives reveals personal
imperfection.
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How good, then, is perfect?  That depends.

ÒAs the leaven, when mingled with the meal , works
from within outward, so it is by the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the l ife.  No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God.  There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habi t, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place.  Our first work is with the heart.Ó4

ÒThe man who attempts to keep the commandments
of God from a sense of obligation merelyÑ because he
is requi red to do soÑ will never enter the joy of obedi-
ence.  He does not obey.  When the requirements of God
are accounted a burden because they cut across human
inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian
life.  True obedience is the outworking of a principle
within.  It springs from a love of righteousness, the love
of the law of God.  The essence of all righteousness is
loyalty to our Redeemer.  This will lead us to do right
because it is rightÑ because right doing is pleasing to
God.Ó5

God has a plan whereby we may be found perfectÑ not by
human effort Òlest any man should boast.Ó  This perfection is a
marvelous gift from Jesus Christ that is given to al l who believe.

ÒThe law requires righteousness,Ñ a righteous l ife, a
perfect character; and this man has not to give.  He can-
not meet the claims of GodÕs holy law.  But Christ, com-
ing to earth as man, lived a holy l ife, and developed a
perfect character.  These He offers as a free gift to al l
who will receive them.Ó6

How good is perfect?  Perfection is a divine accomplish-
ment revealed in the life of Jesus our Lord during His earthly
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life on this planet.  His l ife reveals perfect trust, total depen-
dence upon His Father for daily l iving and accomplishing the
will of God.

Now, He finished His workÑ completed everything in our
behalfÑ knowing that we could never in our strength do what
GodÕs law requires.  What is our part?  Exercise the will !  Choose
to trust Him!  Even if we know that we cannot do what we choose
to do, by choosing we open the door for Christ to do in us what
we are unable to do for ourselves.  So, in truth, the child of God
chooses to trust in all  things.  Then his work is to let Christ do
the trusting through him and refuse to allow circumstances or
situations to create doubts in the method Christ is using to do
His work.

If we refuse to doubt His methods of working in us and sim-
ply believe He knows what He is doing, then we will have learned
ChristÕs secret of victoryÑ even in the face of apparent defeat.

Let me close this chapter by quoting my favori te and most
helpful paragraph from the pen of one who lived what she wrote:

ÒThe FatherÕs presence enci rcled Christ, and noth-
ing befel l Him but that which infinite love permitted for
the blessing of the world.  Here was His source of com-
fort, and it is for us.  He who is imbued with the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ.  The blow that is aimed at him
falls upon the Saviour, who surrounds him with His pres-
ence.  Whatever comes to him comes from Christ.  He
has no need to resist evi l, for Christ is his defense.  Noth-
ing can touch him except by our LordÕs permission, and
Ôall thingsÕ that are permi tted Ôwork together for good to
them that love God.Õ Romans 8:28.Ó7

How good is perfect?  All the goodness we will ever have is
simply a perfect trust in Jesus.  ÒThrough the meri ts of Christ,
through His righteousness, which by faith is imputed unto us,
we are to attain to the perfection of Christian character.Ó8



His Robe Or Mine / 35
Notes:
1   The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 1132, The Signs

of the Times, Dec. 30, 1889.
2   Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 143.
3   Selected Messages, book 1, p. 405.
4   ChristÕs Object Lessons, p. 97.
5   ChristÕs Object Lessons, pp. 97, 98.
6   The Desire of Ages, p. 762.
7   Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 71.

8   Testimonies, vol 5, p. 744.



His Robe Or Mine / 36

4.
GRAVEYARD RELIGION

ÒKnow ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death?Ó  Romans 6:3.  Most Chris-
tians who have been baptized by immersion are fully aware of
being baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spiri t.
But all too few are aware of the fact that baptism is into ChristÕs
death.

Paul says, ÒTherefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life.Ó  Romans 6:4.

Baptism symbolizes a death experience that already should
have taken place in the believerÕs l ife.  The death here spoken of
is the death of the nature we were born with.  That incorrigible
old nature is fit only for death.  The natural result of death is
burial from which there would be no resurrection.  In fact, Paul
states that Ò. . . our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin.Ó  Romans 6:6.

ÒUndoubtedly the great di fficul ty with the majori ty
of believers is that they are trying to live ChristÕs li fe
without first having died ChristÕs death.  They seem to
have the notion that Christ died so that we need not die,
and so through faith in Christ they hope to live without
dying.  Paul said, ÔThey that are in the flesh cannot please
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GodÕ Romans 8:8, and Ôthey that are ChristÕs have cruci-
fied the fleshÕ Galatians 5:24.Ó1

A clear understanding of the importance of this fact is abso-
lutely necessary if we are to have a successful walk with the
Lord.

ÒThe new birth is a rare experience in this age of the
world.  This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches.  Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy.  They
have been baptized, but they were buried al ive.  Self did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newness of life
in Christ.Ó2

The foregoing statement was written in 1897.  Undoubtedly
it would be equally true today.  Paul states further, ÒTherefore if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: (creation) old things
are passed away; behold, al l  things are become new.Ó  2
Corinthians 5:17.

Why is it necessary for the old nature to die?  Jesus answers,
ÒFor whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever
will lose his li fe for my sake shall find i t.Ó  Matthew 16:25.
Apparently there is nothing that can be done to cure the old sin-
ful nature of man.  It just simply must die.  If there is to be a new
life, the old must pass away.

Meade MacGuire, in his book, His Cross and Mine, gives us
an insight that is very helpful .

ÒThere is a great difference between sins and sin.
Many find serious difficul ty in their Christian l ife be-
cause they do not understand this distinction.  Beneath
all our acts of transgression is the principle of sin from
which they spring.  Though al l our evi l deeds were par-
doned, we would still go on sinning.  Something more
must be done for us than simply to pardon our sins.Ó3
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MacGuire continues:

Ò Here i t is necessary to consider the distinction be-
tween sin and sins.  Sins, acts of disobedience, trans-
gressions of the divine law, God is always ready to for-
give, through the meri ts of Christ, in response to the
prayer of penitence and faith.  But sin God cannot for-
give.

Sin is the nature which leads us to disobey GodÕs
law.  The nature with which we come into the world does
not change, as we read in the SaviourÕs words: ÔThat
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit.Õ  The only way to be rid of a bad
nature is by death.  The only way to receive a good na-
ture is to be born again.Ó4

Death is the only way to deal with the old nature.

Here is how this death takes place in the bel iever.  The lower
passions have their seat in the body and work through it.  The
words flesh or fleshly or carnal lusts refer to the lower nature.
We are commanded to crucify the flesh, with the affections and
lusts.  How? By inflicting pain on the body?  No.  What I want to
do is to put to death the temptation to sin.  Kill the corrupt thought.
I want every thought controlled by Jesus Christ.5

In Romans 6, Paul declares that the death of the old nature is
real.  In verse 11 we are told to reckon this to be a fact!  Here is
where many Christians fail.  It is so easy to bel ieve this experi-
ence to be a theological  expression, but not something that is
real or practical .

Satan is responsible for this reasoning.  When God states a
fact, Satan wil l oppose, modi fy or attempt to change the fact to
suit his cause.  Satan knows that i f the Christian truly believes
his old nature is real ly dead, his power is broken.

In order to reinforce his claim that the death experience is
not real, Satan tries to get the Christian to live more and more in
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his feelings rather than by his faith.  And so he gets the believer
to fall into sin.  Then he turns around and blames him for falling
into sin.  And he uses this experience of falling as proof that the
old nature is not dead.  He simply uses perfectly rational reason-
ing and says, ÒIf the old nature were dead, you would not have
been tempted.Ó

At this point, i t is necessary for the Christian to stop trying
to reason his way through the maze of feelings he has coursing
through his being.  He must, in spite of feelings, believe GodÕs
Word.

 If he has given himself to Christ he knows that Ò. . . they
that are ChristÕs have cruci fied the flesh with the affections and
lusts.Ó  Galatians 5:24.  We must always return to GodÕs Word
and stop trying to reason with SatanÕs suggestions if we are to
remain Christians.  God says that your old nature is dead even if
you have fallen into sin through being tempted.  Satan says that
it is not dead.  Now the question for us to answer is not what do
we believe, but who do we believe?

How can I handle these feel ings?  Read chapter one again
and observe the fact that Satan is the master of our feel ings.  The
following statements underscore this fact:

ÒWe should daily dedicate ourselves to God and be-
lieve He accepts the sacri fice, without examining whether
we have that degree of feeling that corresponds with our
faith.  Feeling and faith are as distinct as the east is from
the west.  Faith is not dependent upon feeling.  We must
earnestly cry to God in faith, feeling or no feel ing, and
then live our prayers.  Our assurance and evidence is
GodÕs word, and after we have asked we must believe
without doubting.Ó6

In order to help us see how subtle this question of fai th ver-
sus feelings is, let us think clearly as we read this next quota-
tion:
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Ò. . . God must be served from principle instead of

from feeling . . . Confound not faith and feel ing together.
They are distinct.  Faith is ours to exercise.  This faith
we must keep in exercise.  Believe, believe.  Let your
faith take hold of the blessing, and i t is yours.  Your feel-
ings have nothing to do with this faith.  When fai th brings
the blessing to your heart, and you rejoice in the bless-
ing, it is no more fai th, but feeling.Ó7

The last sentence in the foregoing paragraph is not the easi-
est to grasp.  Please read it again.  Now letÕs take a closer look.
Obviously, i t is a very short step from faith to feel ing.  Or can
we say that l iving by fai th requi res constant vigilance lest we
slip into l iving by feeling.

A clear Biblical  example might help us at this point.  In Luke
10:17 the Bible says, ÒAnd the seventy returned again with joy,
saying, Lord, even the devi ls are subject unto us through Thy
name.Ó  Catch the exci tement that must have been shown by
these returning missionaries.  Never had they had an experience
like that before.  Thei r joy must have been very evident, for it is
especially mentioned.

Now listen to ChristÕs response in verse 18: ÒAnd he said
unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.Ó  What
a response!  I can almost see the expressions on the faces of
those workers, canÕt you?  There must have been some talking
among those men.  ÒHe must not have understood what we said.
Why is He so sad?  I canÕt figure Him out.Ó  Some may have
even tried to clari fy thei r report.

Jesus, however, was responding from a weal th of experi-
ence that they knew nothing about.  ChristÕs mind went back to
the fall of Lucifer and He simply was saying, ÒI saw that same
spirit in Satan long ago and now I am seeing it here.Ó  To Satan
had been given the blessing of great power.  He thrilled to the
power but forgot the greater blessing of his relationship to the
source of that power.  The key words here that reveal the solemn
truth are Òsubject unto us.Ó
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Listen now to verses 19 and 20: ÒBehold, I give unto you

power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  Not-
withstanding in this rejoice not, that the spiri ts are subject unto
you; but rather rejoice, because your names are wri tten in
heaven.Ó

The greatest blessing possible for God to bestowÑ a bless-
ing that cost the li fe of the Son of GodÑ was set aside and rel-
egated to an insignificant place when compared to the casting
out of devils.  Calvary was the price paid that we might have our
names written in heaven.  The power to cast out devi ls Christ
could give at no cost to Himself.  How often we think more of a
basket of groceries miraculously set on our front steps when
needed, than the gift of God in allowing us to become members
of His family, Ò. . . of his flesh, and of his bones.Ó  Ephesians
5:30.

Now that we have pointed out the problems of living by our
feelings, let us return to the question of how we handle these
feelings.  Do we grit our teeth and bear them?  Do we ignore
them and hope that they will  go away?  Is it better to express our
feelings and thereby let the tension or stress out?  These and
many other solutions would receive support from some very re-
sponsible people.

All our feel ings are much easier to deal  with by first check-
ing their source.  We must keep in mind the fact that God works
first with the heart (mind) and His work is from inside outward.
Satan, on the other hand, works through the feel ings and his
work is from the outside inward.

God motivates all  of our actions through the mind.  Satan
motivates through the senses.  He bypasses the reasoning pro-
cess.  Please remember, ÒThere are but two powers that control
the minds of menÑ the power of God and the power of Satan.Ó8

With these facts in mind it is easier to ascertain the source of the
feelings and know what to do with them.
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But how do we handle the feelings even when we know they

are from the devi l?  We must remember the counsel  in The
Adventist Home, p.128.  ÒPut to death the temptation to sin.Ó
This is impossible for us to do in our own strength.  Right here is
where we must use the power of the wil l.

We must choose to bel ieve God in spite of our feel ings.  Hav-
ing done this, then we must frankly admi t to ourselves that we
cannot control  our feelings.  Then flee to the Lord in prayer,
admitting our inabi lity, and thank Him for His great power and
willingness to del iver us.  He will deliver!  The feelings wil l
pass away and peace will  reign in our heart.

It may be necessary to do this often for a time unti l we con-
vince Satan that we will not willingly be control led by feelings.
Walk by faithÑ feelings or no feelings.  Keep thinking, I am
dead, and my l ife is hid with Christ in God.  Colossians 3:3.
What can the devi l do with a dead person?  When the wil l is
used to choose even that which we cannot do, God is glorified,
for He loves to do for us that which it is not possible for us to do
for ourselves.

Graveyard rel igion may not have much appeal for us, IÕm
sure it didnÕt for Jesus.  Yet, it is the only way out of this sin
problem.  He said to the Greeks who came to see Him just be-
fore His death Ò. . . Except a corn of wheat fal l into the ground
and die, i t abideth alone; but i f it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit.Ó  John 12:24.

May I suggest that your graveyard may be in your own home,
workshop, office or anywhere that self may arise during each
dayÕs activities.  Remaining a Christian takes much more than a
daily dying to self.  Wi th Paul  we must be Òalways bearing about
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the l ife also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body.  So then death worketh in
us, but life in you.Ó  2 Corinthians 4:10 &  12.

There is only one way to attract others to Jesus and not to
ourselves.  If self is hidden (crucified) Jesus is revealed.  ÒChrist
is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself
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in His church.  When the character of Christ shal l be perfectly
reproduced in His people, then He will  come to claim them as
His own.Ó9

Notes:
1   The Li fe of Victory, by Meade MacGuire, p. 35.
2   The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1075,

Manuscript 148, 1897.
3   His Cross and Mine, by Meade MacGuire, p. 80.
4   His Cross and Mine, by Meade MacGuire, p. 91.
5   The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 127,128.
6   Selected Messages, book 2, p. 243.
7   Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 167.
8   Temperance, p. 276.
9   ChristÕs Object Lessons, p. 69.
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5.

CHRI STIANS ARE BORN NOT MADE

The born-again experience spoken of more than a dozen times
in the New Testament is often grossly misunderstood.  To many,
it is simply believing in Jesus.  To others, accepting Jesus as
Saviour is to be born-again.  To sti ll others, baptism by immer-
sion equals being born-again.

May I suggest that the new birth is such a dynamic, vitaliz-
ing experience, as pictured in GodÕs Word, that many people
find it difficul t to accept li terally what the Scriptures teach.

ÒThe man who is really GodÕs son does not practice sin, for
GodÕs nature is in him, for good, and such a heredi ty is inca-
pable of sin.Ó  1 John 3:9, Phillips.

ÒEveryone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of
God, and everyone who loves the father loves his chi ld as well .Ó
1 John 5:1, N.I.V.

ÒFor whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.Ó  1
John 5:4.

We can see that being born-again is where the power of the
Christian li fe resides.  Now we must discover what makes this
power a real  experience to us personal ly.  John declares, ÒAnd
this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal  life, and this
life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life.Ó  1 John 5:11, 12.
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Could it be that in our eagerness to learn what is truth we

have neglected to see who is the Truth?  In our search for truth
there may be something that is blinding us to truth.  We shall try
to discover what it is that blinds, so effectively, honest searchers
and thus learn how to clear the way for this marvelous experi-
ence of the new birth.

ÒBehold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.Ó  Revelation 3:20.  Apparently these
words are addressed to GodÕs Laodicean church of today, for
they are a part of the special message of Jesus to His last church.
It is, therefore, imperative that we know the answer to the oft
repeated question, ÒHow am I born again?Ó  Or is this merely a
verbal experience?  Is it li teral?  If l iteral, how much of my li fe
does this give Jesus access to?  My religious life?  My business
life?  My recreational  li fe?  Just how much is necessary before
He will enter my l ife?

ÒEvery thought is to be brought into captivity to Jesus
Christ.  All animal propensities are to be subjected to the
higher powers of the soul.  The love of God must reign
supreme; Christ must occupy an undivided throne.  Our
bodies are to be regarded as His purchased possession.
The members of the body are to become the instruments
of righteousness.Ó1

Obviously, this experience involves much more than being
willing to part with our bad habi ts, our evil  natures, our love of
the world, and our earthly possessions.  Every thought must be
under His control .  All  natural inclinations and members of the
body itself must reflect His righteousness.

In order to accomplish this, Jesus says, ÒI counsel thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayest see.Ó  Revelation 3:18.
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ÒWhat is it that constitutes the wretchedness, the nakedness,

of those who feel rich and increased with goods?  It is the want
of the righteousness of Christ.Ó2   Even a strong belief in the
correct doctrinal  teachings of the church cannot save anyone.
Jesus must have full  control  of every facet of our lives.  This is
not an arbitrary demand of our Saviour; it is simply one of GodÕs
divine natural  laws.  It is the law that says, Ò. . . the carnal mind
is enmity against God . . .Ó  Romans 8:7.

For this reason, Nicodemus came to Jesus by night.  His heart
was heavy, for he desired the covering of ChristÕs righteousness,
the assurance of salvation, but he did not know how to get i t.
Jesus saw his need and went straight to the point.  Ò. . . Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.Ó  John
3:3.  NicodemusÕ wealth, influence, personal achievements were
of no value in meeting JesusÕ requirements of a new birth.

Here was NicodemusÕ crisis.  Unable to see the answer, he
declared, Ò . . . How can these things be?Ó  John 3:9.  Jesus had
already told him, ÒThat which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spiri t is spiri t.Ó  Verse 6.  Nicodemus
did not wish to see this.  Self was very much alive in him.

ChristÕs statement to Nicodemus still stands.  Flesh cannot
crucify flesh, no matter how many promises, pledges, commit-
ments we might make, or how much sincere effort we might
expend.  There is always a little bit of flesh-self sti ll alive to take
over again.  Someone has said that self would rather be thought
evil of than not to be thought of at all.

Christ is standing at the door of His church with His voice
pleading, Ò. . . If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I
will come in . . . Ó Revelation 3:20.  Why does Jesus picture
Himself thus?  Because we, like Nicodemus, are stil l blind to
self.  We have yet to see that Christians are born and not made.

Many earnest Christian people have the idea that with GodÕs
help their old natureÑ the fleshÑ can be cleansed, purified, freed
from the evil  within and then they will be able to live victorious
lives for God.  This is SatanÕs counterfeit!  His plan is to lead
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human beings to believe that human nature can be changed.  He
knows that it is only fi t to die, but he tries to cover the truth with
lies and keep us blinded.

ÒThe ChristianÕs life is not a modification or improvement
of the old, but a transformation of nature.  There is a death to
self and sin, and a new life al together.  This change can be brought
about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit.Ó3

ÒChrist came to earth, taking humani ty and standing as manÕs
representative, to show in the controversy with Satan that man,
as God created him, connected with the Father and the Son, could
obey every divine requirement.Ó4

This quotation deserves some very serious thought.  In it we
find the reason why it was absolutely necessary for Jesus to be
born with a sinless nature such as the first Adam had.  It is only
that which is born of the Spiri t that God can work with to mold
and fashion according to His will.  Sinful nature is unstable and
will not respond to the Master Worker.  The desire may be in the
mind, but the flesh is incorrigible.  The result is failure.

When Jesus said, Ò. . . Except a corn of wheat fall in the
ground and die, it abideth alone . . .Ó John 12:24, He was obvi-
ously speaking of baptism which, in truth, symbol izes death.

ÒThe new birth is a rare experience in this age of the
world.  This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches.  Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy.  They
have been baptized, but they were buried al ive.  Self did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newness of life
in Christ.Ó5 (written in 1897).

ÒBut as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that bel ieve on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.Ó  John 1:12,13.  It is quite clear that
Inspiration teaches the necessity of the spiritual bi rth before one
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becomes a son of God or a member of His family.  However,
death must precede li fe.

The solution to this problem is beyond manÕs abili ties.  Man,
even in his sinful nature, can exercise his God-given will  and
choose to die and be born again.

This process is described in chapter one of this book.  We
had nothing to do with our natural birth but, praise God, we do
have a God-given part in the born-again experience.  We can
choose to be born again.  However, even in this new birth there
must be a connection with the Father and the Son.  This is what
justification accomplishes.

The Father justifies the believer on the basis of his accep-
tance of Jesus and His atonement on the cross in the believerÕs
behal f.

Jesus lived His life in direct connection with His Father.  He
said, Ò. . . The Son can do nothing of himsel f . . .Ó John 5:19.  His
life of obedience to every divine requirement was not indepen-
dent from His Father but 100 percent dependent upon His Fa-
ther.  It is thus that His life is a perfect example for us to follow.

Jesus tells us, Ò . . . without me ye can do nothing.Ó  John
15:5.  Independent of Jesus, even in the new birth experience,
we cannot obey the divine requirements.  But Jesus living in us,
as the Father l ived in Him, makes it possible to obey.  He does
this in us.  And that is good news, isnÕt it?

The question we must ask is, ÒWhat is the divine requi re-
ment I must meet?Ó  We find the answer in the following quota-
tion: ÒGod requires the enti re surrender of the heart before justi-
fication can take place; and in order for man to retain justifica-
tion, there must be continual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies the soul.Ó6

You will notice that while the condition for justification is
surrender, the condi tion for retaining justi fication is continual
obedience.  Does justification enable us to obey?  No.  Justifica-
tion deals only with our legal recordÑ our standing before God.
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How can we meet the second condition?  Here is how:

ÒAs God works in the heart, and man surrenders his
will to God, and cooperates with God, he works out in
the li fe what God works in by the Holy Spirit, and there
is harmony between the purpose of the heart and the prac-
tice of the li fe.  Every sin must be renounced as the hate-
ful thing that cruci fied the Lord of l ife and glory, and the
believer must have a progressive experience by continu-
ally doing the works of Christ.  It is by continual surren-
der of the will, by continual obedience, that the blessing
of justification is retained.Ó7

Please notice that manÕs work is to surrender his will.  ChristÕs
life was one of continual  surrender. We wil l speak more of this
in a later chapter.  Continual  obedience is the result of the pro-
cess of sancti fication, which we will  consider in the next chap-
ters.  It may seem to some that human nature has been pictured
as total ly insigni ficant.  That is, indeed, the point.

ÒWhen the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new
power takes possession of the new heart.  A change is
wrought which man can never accompl ish for himself.
It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural ele-
ment into human nature.  The soul that is yielded to Christ
becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted
world, and He intends that no authority shall be known
in it but His own.  A soul thus kept in possession by the
heavenly agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Sa-
tan. . . . The only defense against evil  is the indwelling of
Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness.
Unless we become vitally connected with God, we can
never resist the unhallowed effects of self-love, sel f-in-
dulgence, and temptation to sin.  We may leave off many
bad habits, for the time we may part company with Sa-
tan; but without a vi tal connection with God, through
the surrender of ourselves to Him moment by moment,




