HIS ROBE
OR
MINE

FRANK B. PHILLIPS



Informati on on how to get additiona
copies may be obtained by contacting
Justified Walk Ministries a
(269) 471 9224 or (269) 471 5760

Additiond information about thi s book,
sermon series, and other resources by,
or recommended by, Frank B. Phillips
arelisted at the end of this book,
and on the internet a www.justifiedwa k.com

All Scripture quotations are from
the King James Version unless otherwise noted.
All other quotati ons, unless otherwise noted,
come from the writings of Ellen White.

Copyrighted 2003
All rights reserved

Cover design by Jessica Schultz

Printed in the United States
by
Lithotech
Andrews University
North US 31
Berrien Springs, M1 49103



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword
Introducti on: The Wedding Garment
Confidentia! Top Secret Information!
Perfectly Legal
How Good Is Perfect?
Graveyard Rdligion
ChristiansAre Born, Not Made
From Justification To What?
LaddersAre For Climbing
A Solid Foundation GAdd To Your FaithO
Let@ Broaden The Foundation OVirtueO
. Power Supply Unlimited GX nowledgeO
. First Things First OTemperanceO
. Patience: God(® Perfect Work
13. No Stopping Place
14. What, No More Competition?
15. Love Unlimited
16. Was Jesus Tempted Just Like We Are?
17. Follow Me
18. AbideIn Me
Appendix A: Nature of Christ
Appendix B: Will of Man
Appendix C: Ladder of Sanctification
Appendix D: Other Resources

© o N O~ WDNPRE

O
N B O

12
21
30
36

52
60

75
79
83
88
92
96
99
102
110
116
123
146
154
156






His Robe Or Mine/5

FOREWORD

This book was written by the late Frank B. Phillips during a
ten year period of His retirement years when he and his wife
Dorothy were presenti ng the marvelous message of GChrist our
RighteousnessOin reviva meetings. God grealy blessed his
efforts. Hissermons were eagerly listened to and rgjoi ced over,
shared with others, and attendees experienced reviving renewd
in their lives. In 1978 aweek of prayer was held a Andrews
University, during which Pastor Philli pswas encouraged to pre-
parea manuscript for publication. Hewrotethe requested manu-
script, but it unfortunately remained unpublishedN amost for-
gottenN for more than twenty years.

Recently, however, through simple but wonderfully provi-
dential means, Elder PhillipsOmessages have been agai n brought
to the attention of God(@ childrenN through the sharing of his
reviva sermons on cassettes, CDs, the internet, and now viathis
manuscriptN and we are happy to report that God is usng these
messages in the same wonderful way again! We beieve God
has revived these messages to meet the urgent needs of Hispeople
who, in too many cases, have never personaly heard or applied
the life-changing truths of Christ Our Righteousness, and as a
result have only minimal ly experienced the more abundant life
anticipated in God® word.

We are accordingly pleased to provide his messages in this
written form, and pray the assimil ati on of these truthswil | bring
about that abundant life, and will allow each reader to become
God@ownfortressin thisrebel world, each heart a strong tower
for truth and love, and each life abeacon of light on ahill bring-
ing others to the knowledge truth.






His Robe Or Mine/ 7

THE WEDDING GARMENT
THE INTRODUCTION

The parabl eof the wedding garment hol ds a parti cular inter-
est for God@ people today. It, a ong with the parabl e of the ten
virgins, has never been completed. In both cases the end of the
parable does not occur until Jesusrece vesHisbride. In thefirst
parable the Groom is waiting for the bride. In the second, the
brideis waiting for the Groom.

The wedding, itself, represents the union of humanity with
divinity. The wedding garment, that must be worn, represents
the character of Christ, which is an essentid for each guest at-
tending the marriageif they are to be accepted by the Father as
the Groom@ bride.

M atthew 22 picturesthree separate occasions when theKing,
the Groom@® Father, sent His servants out to bring the bride in
for the wedding. The bride had been chosen and she had been
informed and knew she was to be married to the Groom. The
record reads, GHe came unto his own, and his own received him
not.O John 1:11. The church, His chosen bride, was too busy
and did not wish to consummate the marriage on theterms re-
quired by the Groom.

The problem was the wedding garment. The bride had in-
sisted upon wearing agarment of her own cpoiceN not that plain,
old-fashioned garment which the Groom@ Father had planned
for her to wear.

The bride findly became so angered about the whole plan
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that she decided the only way out was to get rid of the Groom.
In order for her to do this it was necessary for her to take full
legal responsibility for the deed. There was atriad and, even
though the judge and mob knew that the Groom was innocent, a
great cry was heard from the bride, O. . Away with him, away
with him, crucify him.O John 19:15. So the terrible deed was
done. The sense of relief to the bride was short-lived, however,
for the words of the Groom, spoken many days before, began to
trouble her: O . . Destroy this temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.O John 2:19. The bride remembered how many
miracles He had performed when alive and her fear knew no
bounds.

True to His word, the Groom returned on the third dayN
dive and wel. Hetold one of the members of the bride® party
that He must make aquick trip to see His Father to make sure
that everything was dl right as far as His own efforts to carry
out His Father @ plan were concerned. John 20:17.

Thetripwas made and on thesameday Hewas back visiting
with someof themembers of the bride@family. Thisvisit caused
many of the bridal party to think very seriously. Could this be
the same person that was crucified three days before? Findly,
they were convinced that He was, indeed, the same person. The
Groom(@joy was grest at bei ng recognized, and Hesent thewhole
group out to find therest of the brida party and bring them back
to Him. Thebride, however, had other ideas and refused to come.
It was that weddi ng garment problem again.

Theroot of the problem wasthat every singl emember of the
bride® party (the church) who had ever claimed to bdieve and
accept the Groom had received awedding garment. The ques-
tion was not where to purchase one or how to make one, for
when they accepted the invitation to become a member of the
bride® party the garment was received as agift. The problem
was wearing it!

Now therecame atime quitesoon after thiswhen the Groom
saw that Hewas not going to be marriedto His chosen bride, for
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sherefused to wear the garment. He, therefore, told His friends
to stop trying to convince His chosen bride to come and accept
Him. He told them to go anywhere and find Him a bride that
would be willing to wear the garment.

They travel ed far and wide. Infact, they went over the Gace
of the whole earthOto carry the gospe (the good news) giving
theinvitation (Colossians 1:23), but not many wereinterested.

For the next (approximatey) e ghteen hundred years many
servants were sent out to represent the Groom and to invite any-
one to join the bridal party. It seemed the old question kept
coming upN the wedding garment. Some said that it was not
necessary to be so rigid. Some fdt that their own garment was
good enough. The arguments went on and on.

The time came when even the servants, themsdves, were
confused. They were inviting the guests without even mention-
ing thegarment that was necessary to be worn. Someeven said,
Qf you give enough money, you won®need to worry about the
garment.O There were many who said, Q\Ve are not sure what
the garment is dl about anyway, so just forget it; only believe
and you will be welcomed by the Groom.O

The years rolled by and the bride was still not ready. The
Groom was anxious to come and receive His bride so He sent
specia instructi ons through one member of the bride@ party. He
had often sent speci d instructi onto Hisbrideby specid messen-
gers and, again, He hoped to clear away some of the probdems
that had been so confusng by using this gpecid gift. In these
messages Hewas careful to give more detailed instructions as to
how to put on and wear the garment that seemed such aproblem.
The special instructions were welcomed by some and rejected
by others. Those who accepted the added help seemed to get
aong wel with the garment in question. They found it a real
blessing that solved dl of their problems. Those who reected
the help seemed to still have the same ol d difficulti es.

Intime the King knew that He could not put theweddi ng of f
much longer. Therefore, He impressed Elders Jones and
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Waggoner in November of 1888 to meet with apart of the bridal
party who werein conference studying how best to preparethe
bride for the wedding. These two men insisted that the message
they were preaching was the true way to get ready for the wed-
ding.

The wedding garment was the problem again. Some were
willing to wear part of the garment if they could adjust it to
blend with their own. Others said they wanted no part of it a
al. Afew saw the garment as a gift and accepted it, wearing it
gladly ever &fter.

The problem was not settled, however, as far as the bride
was concerned. In afew years the problem seemed to go away.
Another effort was made by the Groom to awaken His bride
from her deadly slumber. This occurred in the early part of this
century. Bookswere written and sent out with clear instructions
asto how to get ready for thewedding. The bride, however, was
still not sure about the garment, even though the Groom had
continuously kept caling to her, GAwake, awake; put on thy
strength, O Zion; putonthy beautiful garments. . .Olsaiah 52:1.

In patience the Groom waited until He could scarcdy wait
longer. Problemsin the worldwere mounting so rapidly. Politi-
caly, economically, socidly, environmentally, spiritually and
physicaly theworld had been brought to the brink of disaster.
Onceagainthe Groom has set Himsdlf to prepareHisbride to be
ready for His soon return by urging them to be willing to wear
the garment.

There is no garment li ke the wedding garment in the whole
world. It brings peace, joy, sati sfaction and loveinto the human
heart. But itisinvisibleto the wearer, as well as to other mem-
bers of the bridal party (the church). However, it becomes the
magnetic force to draw others to accept the gospd invitati on.

This is thereason that it was only when the King came into
see the guests at the wedding that the one not having on the
wedding garment was speechless when asked about it. Mat-
thew 22:12. Hefdt at homewith the party until the King came
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in. Only thendid herealize his pretensewas recogni zed, and he
waswithout excuse. Remember, hehad received agarment when
he accepted the invitation. What could he say? There, across
his lap, was the garment neatly folded. He bdieved the prin-
ciples it represented, but it was so uncomfortable to wear, it was
so restricting. Heintended to put it on and wear it, but not yet.
No wonder he was speechless.

This book is intended to clearly revea how to receive and
wear the wedding garment which al must have and wear if they
are to meet the Lord in peace and not be speechl ess when He
comes. Asyou read the next chapter you will discover who is
behind dl this confusion and how you may be free from his
power. Then, and only then, can we see clearly the GhowOand
QvhyOof God@® gresat plan of redemption.
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1.
CONFIDENTIAL!
TOP SECRET INFORMATION!

Thehuman mind isthebattleground for themost deadl y con-
flict ever fought onthis planet. Christ seeksto control our minds
so that we might reach the highest fulfilIment of the capabilities
that He, Himsd f, built into that marvelous organ. Satan, on the
other hand, seeksto retai n control of that mindwhich is Genmity
against God.O Romans 8:7.

The human mind has been compared to acomputer in which
the memory bank is being programmed every waking moment
by one of two sources: Christ or Satan. Like the computer, the
mind@ functi on depends upon theinformation it receives. Hav-
ing anayzed the information, the mind then determi nesits deci-
sion and subsequent course of action.

CChrist is the source of every right impulse.(')1 In opposi-
tion, CBatan isever seekingtoimpress and control the mind, and
noneof us aresafe except aswehave aconstant connection with
God.& C(rhere are but two powers that control the minds of
menN the power of God and the power of Satan.? (Batan takes
control of every mind that is not decidedly under the control of
the Spirit of God.¢¢

Inthe clear, penetrating light of the foregoi ng statements, let
us attempt to and yze how the two great powers of good and evil

work. GCome now, and let usreasontogether . ..Olsaah 1:18 is
thebasis of God@plan of working with thehuman family. d5od
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first requires the heart, the affecti ons.® (The mind and heart
are used interchangeably in Scripture as well as in the writings
of Ellen White.)

C‘M,y son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my
ways.O Proverbs 23:26.

O'he plan of beginning outside and trying to work
inward has aways failed and dways will fail. God®
plan withyou isto beginat the seat of dl difficulties, the
heart, and then from out of the heart will issue the prin-
ciples of righteousness; the reformation will be outward
as well as inward.(P

Often it is said about someone who is learning how to be-
come aChristian, Q\ll that he haslefttodoisgive upthisor that
bad habit.O Possessons, atitudes or habits of life do not consti-
tute the problem; they are only symptoms of therea problem.
God says, O . . man looketh on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looketh on the heart.O 1 Samuel 16:7. (Keep thy heart
with d| diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.O Proverbs
4.23.

QA s the leaven, when mingled with the medl , works
fromwithinoutward, soitisby the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God. There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart.Y

We can readily see that God® method of accomplishing His
god for man is to begin with the heart or mind. Even this must
be by our willing permission. Behold, | stand at the door and
knock . . .ORevdation 3:20. Of ye be willing and obedient, ye
shall eat the good of the land.OIsaiah 1:19. Q.. God wil | accept
only willing service.(P
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Therefore, He cannot accept obedience that is the result of
obligati on, force, or eventhedesireto satisfy aguil ty conscience.

Orhe man who attempts to keep the commandments
of God from a sense of obligation merelyN because he
is required to do soN will never enter the joy of obedi-
ence. He does not obey. When the requirements of God
are accounted a burden because they cut across human
inclination, we may know that the lifeis not a Christian
life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle
within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the
love of the law of God.C?

Satan® method of working began in heaven where he was
successful in his effort to spread the rebdlion that began in his
own mind. Ot was his policy to perpl ex with subtl e arguments
concerning thepurposes of God. Everythingthat wassimple he
shrouded in mystery, and by artful perversion cast doubt upon
the plainest statements of Jehovah.GL0

His plan worked so wdl that he has carried it out here on
earth for nearly six thousand years.

O'he enemy is amaster worker, and if God® people
arenot constantly I ed by the Spirit of God, they will be
snared and taken.

For thousands of years Satan has been experiment-
ing upon the properties of the human mind, and he has
learned to know it well. By his subtle workings in these
last days, he is linking the human mind with his own,
imbuing it with his thoughts; and heis doing this work
in so deceptive a manner that those who accept his guid-
ance know not that they are being led by him at his will.
Thegreat deceiver hopes so to confusetheminds of men
and women, that none but his voice will be heard.GtL
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Satan® work began in heaven by suggesting doubts, ques-

tions and thoughts in such asubtle way that the unfallen angels

were not aware that they were being led by him. They uttered

thoughts that originated with him, thinking they were ther

own.12 Any plan that worked so well in heaven would surdy
work well on earth. We are witnesses to its success.

Now let us anayze these plans together. Both powers are
seeking compl ete control of the mind to the exclusion of the
other. God, by man@wil ling surrender to Him; Satan, by man®
insistence on independenceN agift from the devil himsef.

Orheenemy is preparing for hislast campaign against
the church. He has so conceded himsdf from view that
many can hardly believe that he exists, much less can
they be convinced of his amazing activity and power.
They haveto agreat extent forgotten his past record; and
when hemakes another advance move, they will not rec-
ognize him astheir enemy, that old serpent, but they wil |
consider him a friend, one who is doing a good work.
Boasting of their independence they will, under his spe-
cious, bewitching influence, obey the worst impulses of
thehuman heart and yet bdli evethat God isleading them.
Could their eyes be opened to distinguish their captain,
they would see that they are not serving God, but the
enemy of dl righteousness. They would see that their
boasted independence is one of the heaviest fetters Sa-
tan can rivet on unbalanced minds.63

God says through Jesus Christ, Qf the Son therefore shal |
make you free, ye shal be freeindeed.O John 8:36. Satan says,
GCome on now, you don® need to be aslave to anyone.O

God, by open confrontation, uses reason. Satan, by keeping
hidden, causes man to fed that heis doing his own thinking and
making hisown decisionswhen, infact, the opposite isthecase.

In this great contest there is onething that Satan i s exceed-
ingly careful to keep hiddenN his own weskness. It had been
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his plan to secureman@fal |, and then he hoped that he and guil ty
man would be forgiven and be accepted back into God@® favor.
God had planned otherwise. Since Satan and his angds had
falen by open rebellion, and man had fallen through tempta
tion, their guiltwasnot equd . Therefore, God directed that man
aonewould be given an opportunity to accept of the redeeming
power of God@ gift in His Son through the plan of salvation.

Satan soon learned that his plan had made it necessary for
Jesus, God® Son, to become a human being and pay the pena ty
for sininman@ place. Thedevil rejoiced in this fact. However,
he did have a problem. How could he now hold man in his
power? Herein lies Satan® best kept secret!

Atthe very highest level withinthemind of man God placed
His most precious gift to manN the will. Crhis is the governing
power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice.
Everything depends on the right action of the will.6% Orour
will is the spring of al your acti ons.GF°  With such a power in
Satan@ control , how easy it would be to bring man to destruc-
tion whil e deceiving him into thinking he had plenty of time to
change as he desired.

Now, what about the careful ly kept secret? OThis will, that
forms so important a factor in the character of man, was at the
fal given into the control of Satan; and he has ever since been
working in man to will and to do of his own pleasure, but to the
utter ruin and misery of man.GL6

But why is this such an important secret? Because here is
the method of Satan® control without his involvement even be-
ing recognized. This is exactly the same method he used in
heaven. Satan knowsthat God will not remove thi s control from
him, for God will never force our will. The Lord has just one
planN to win us back to Himself. Because of His gift in giving
Jesus to mankind, God can say, OYield yoursd f up to Me; give
me that will; take it from the control of Satan, and | will take
possession of it; then | can work in you to will and to do of My
good pleesurec')17
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Man must remove his will from Satan® control before he
can giveit to Christ. Satan well knows that he cannot retain or
force man@ will if man chooses to remove it from his control.
O'he tempter has no power to control the will or to force the
soul to sinGl8 As long as Christ has control, Satan is power-
less. CBatan knows that he cannot overcome man unless he can
control his will. 319

O'he tempter can never compd us to do evil. He cannot
control minds unless they are yieded to his control. The will
must consent, faith must I et go its hold upon Christ, before Sa
tan can exercisehispower upon us.0 Herelieshisweskness.
CBatan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides in Christ
is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and that, should
he reveal himself openly, he would be met and resisted.G?L

It must be understood that while we can remove our wil |
from Satan, we have no power to keep it ourselves. It must be
surrendered completely to Jesus. Only God alone can keep it
safe from Satan® deceptions. Unless our will is decidedly in
Christ, Satanwill takecontrol again. None but Chri st can fash-
ion anew the character that has been ruined by sin. He came to
expd the demons that had control led the will 2

There is one more fact that we must understand clearly in
regard to how Satan and his demons control the will. COrhose
whowould notfall aprey to Satan@ devices must guardwel | the
avenues to the soul; they must avoid reading, seeing, or hearing
that which will suggestimpure thoughts.G*> Al should guard
the senses, lest Satan ga'n victory over them; for these are the
avenues to the soul. &

The five senses are the devil@ playgroundN taste, touch,
sight, hearing, and smellingN &l have one common denomina-
torN each must be reduced to feelings beforeit can be used of
Satan tofit into hisplan. Heuses our feelingsin place of reason
to guidethewill. Perhaps we should ask oursel ves how many
decisionswemakeeach day through fedi ngsrather than through
the use of reason.



His Robe Or Mine/ 18

As wetake our will from Satan@ control and surrender it to
Jesus, He purifies it and returns it to us linked with His own
will. Itisthusthat He abides in usand wein Him. Theresult is
that when doing His will, we are but doing our own.

This surrender must not be thought of as a trifling experi-
enceN something that can be done with little effort or thought.
Qt is through the will that sin retains its hold upon us. The
surrender of the will is represented as plucking out the eye or
cutti ng off the hand.G?

Let us supposethat achild of God is plagued with a sinful
habit that he enjoys. He knows that he should giveit up and at
times even prays that God will take it from him. Hemay even
be persuaded to surrender this evil habit to God. What he needs
to know is that this condition is a symptom of an unsurrendered
will. Heisstill desiring to direct his ownlifeand is blind to the
fact that when God controlsthewil | westill do the choosing, but
it is then our greatest desireto do His will and not our own. We
need to understand that our natural desire to Qlo our own thingO
is changed to a natural desire to do His will by the surrender
process. We lose nothing except adesireto pleasese f. Wegain
by living on anew plane where sin has lost its power and peace
reigns in the soul.

When the will is in God® control, the five senses are re-
duced to reason and conscience rather than fedings. We then
live by faith in place of feelings. Living by faith does not do
away with feelings but puts them in ther proper place. They
must fol low the exercise of thewil | rather thanto bethe motiva
tion for the action of the will.

Now you know the enemy@ top secret! If you have never
thought to take your will from Satan@® control, why not do it
right now? Just say audibly to Satan, @ am taking my will from
your control and surrendering it to Jesus.O Then say to Jesus,
QPlease take my will for | cannot keep it.O

Jesus promises to take, purify, cleanse, and return that will
to you linked with His own. QWhen you give up your own will,
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your ownwisdom, and learn of Christ, you will find admittance
into the kingdom of God.?6

Thereisno power inheaven or earth that canforceustotake
thissimpl estep. L et uskeep inmindthat it isthe simplestepsin
God@ plan of sd vation that Satan tries to keep us from believ-
ing and implementing. His power over us can be broken with
such asimple step as keeping our will surrendered to God every
day. Heknowsthat wehol dthe key in our hands. Will you take
this step and use this key? It will open to you the power of
heaven as you link yoursef with God.
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2.
PERFECTLY LEGAL

(Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father which is in
heaven isperfect. OMatthew 5:48. This statement from Christ@
Sermon on the Mount dearly tells us that God® plan for man
has never changed. He created man perfect.

When Adam fell from that state of perfection, the human
family inherited his guilt. Nevertheless, man@ fallen condition
has not lessened one bhit the perfection requirement that Jesus
clearly states in Matthew 5:48.

However, God has a plan through which man can meet His
requirements. That plan is simple enough to be understood by
man, yet it is o comprehensive that only God can ever probeits
depths. John 3:16.

Satan, by misrepresenting God® character to man, has caused
that plan to be misunderstood. As aresult, man has devised
many methods to reach perfection. Wefed sorry for the Hindu
whomight roll onabed of spikes. Yet, wetry to reach that same
god by doing good thingsthat weare led to believeagood Chris-
tian should do if he expects to reach heaven.

It doesn@® matter how closetothe genuineacounterfeitis. A
counterfeit i s still acounterfeit. The closer it looks to the genu-
ine, themoredeceptive it becomeswhich iswhy OThe strongest
bulwark of vicein our world is not the. . . life of the abandoned
sinner or the degraded outcast; it is that life which otherwise
appears virtuous, honorabl e, and noble, but in which one sinis
fostered, onevicei ndulged.(')1
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That sin may besmall. But it is not the size of the sin that is
soimportant asistherefusal to recognize sin@ malignant nature
and surrender our rebellion to Jesus. It isresistance to Hiswork
in our lives that grieves His heart, for there is nothing He can do
until we arewilling to be yid ded asthe clay in the potter@hands.

God@® plan is succinctly stated in Steps to Christ.

Ot was possible for Adam, beforethefdl, to form a
righteous character by obedience to God®@law. But he
faled to do this, and because of his sin our natures are
falen and we cannot make ourselves righteous. Since
we are sinful, unholy, we cannot perfectly obey the holy
law. Wehaveno righteousness of our ownwithwhich to
meet the claims of thelaw of God. But Christ has made
away of escapeforus. Helivedon earthamidtria sand
temptati ons such as we haveto meet. Helived asinless
life. Hedied for us, and now He offers to take our sins
and give us His righteousness. If you give yoursdf to
Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as
your life may have been, for His sake you are accounted
righteous. Christ® character standsin place of your char-
acter, and you are accepted of God just as if you had not
sinned.C

Here we have God® marvelous plan in one passage. This
plan, however, ismorecomprehensive than weseeat first glance.
Paul tells us, GHe [God] has made known to us His hidden pur-
poseN such was His will and pleasure determined beforehand
in ChristN to be put into effect when the time was ripe: namely,
that the universe, dl in heaven and on earth, might be brought
into aunity in Christ.O Ephesians 1:10, NEB.

Think of it! The entireuniversed | drawn together in perfect
harmony by the magneti cforceof the love of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

But this is not all. We obtain an inheritance O . . being pre-
destinated (pre-planned for) according to the purpose of Him
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[God] who worketh al things after the counse of His [God(]
own will.O Ephesians 1:11. Can you imagine what is invol ved
when we become inheritors? This means that we are actual
members of HisfamilyN Hisfleshand bones. Wearemorethan
adopted; we are grafted into the true vine. We shall speak more
of thisin alater chapter.

Now sincein God@pl an Jesusis the cohesive power around
which the entire universe revol ves, and every being is bound to
Him with cords of love, we can see that Christ® character of
love (His robe of righteousness) given to meN a sinner, would
bethe only way that angdls, i nhabitants of other worldsand men
and women of all countries of earth could agree without ques-
tion that we are sefe for eternity. Only as we becomelike Him
in character can we reved stability that cannot be shaken.

| am certain that by now we have discovered that the only
way to perfection is through justificationN just as if | had never
sinned. | hope that it is equdly clear that justification is the
crediting of Christ@ perfect character to an imperfect and help-
less sinner.

QWhat i sjustification by faith? It is the work of God
in laying the glory of man in the dust, and doing for man
that which is not in his power to do for himsdf. When
men see their own nothingness, they are prepared to be
clothed with the righteousness of Christ.3®

Let us now look at the process of justification. The Bible
says it well in one sentence. (rherefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.O Ro-
mans 5:1. In other words, Christ® death enables Him to j ustify
everyone who wishes to be justified. GDn the cross of Cavary
He paid the redemption price of the race. And thus He gained
the right to rescue the captives from the grasp of the great de-
ceiver.* We can readi ly seethat faith is only the means and
not the basi s of justification. We do not stand on the ground of
faith, but fai th enables meto stand, trusting God® word. Faith
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is more red than any or dl of our five senses. (See The SDA
Bible Commentary, vol 6, p. 1073.)

Now thereis another side to ook a when we consider this
matter of faith. Paul states, K nowing that amanisnot justified
by the works of thel aw, but by thefaith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works
of thelaw shal no flesh bejustified.O Gal ati ans 2:16.

Let usexami nea statement fromthe Review & Heradd, April
24, 1888:

Qe should study the life of our Redeemer, for Heis
the only perfect example for men. We should contem-
plate the infinite sacrifi ce of Cavary, and behold the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin and the righteousness of the
law. You will come from a concentrated study of the
theme of redemption strengthened and ennobled. Your
comprehension of thecharacter of God will be deegpened,
and with the whole plan of savation clearly defined in
your mind, you will be better ableto fulfill your divine
commission. From asense of thorough conviction, you
can then testify to men of the immutabl echaracter of the
law manifested by the death of Christ on the cross, the
mali gnant nature of sin, and the righteousness of God in
justifyi ng the bd iever in Jesus on conditi on of hisfuture
obedienceto the statutes of God@governmentin heaven
and earth.CP

Please read again the last sentence of the foregoing para-
graph and noti ce upon which condition God justifies men.

We cannot understand this kind of faith. This is God@won-
derful faith in His own plan of savation as it appliesto meN a
sinner. All we can say is, Q.ord, | believe, hel p Thou my unbe-
lief.O

| an soglad that God has gi vento every man the measure of
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faith. And how much faith isthat? Just enough faith to reach
out like the poor father with the demon- possessed son. Our
fath simply opens the door for Christ to help us according to
our need and His glory. Jesus is not only the author, but the
finisher of our faith. Hebrews 12:2.

The process of justification is therefore a legal one. When
we have a legal work to be done we must find someone qudi-
fied to do it. Jesus is the only One qualified to do our legal
work. GDn the crossof Calvary Hepai d theredemption pri ce of
the race. And thus He gained the ric%ht to rescue the captives
from the grasp of the great deceiver.

As the soldiers were driving the nail s through the Saviour @
hands, Qdesus was earning the right to become our atorney in
the Father3 pr&encec'y Justification, being a legal work, can
only ded with our lega standing (our record) and not with us
persondly. When acrimind is pardoned by the legal process of
law, his standing before the law is changed but his character is
unaffected.

For this same reason, justification is credited righteousness.
Thisisinnoway aninferior or incompleteri ghteousness. There
is nothi ng that time, experience, talent or effort can add to this
marvelous gift. Jesus lived in this world for thirty-three and
one-half years and developed a perfect character. This is His
unspeskable gift to us.

Let your imagi nation stretch toitsutmost limitsand still itis
impossible to conceive of anything that you could add to that
unseskable gift of His perfection credited to us.

Here is where the human nature is tempted to beieve that
perfection cannot be ours in redity unless we do some of the
work of developing it. Thereis awork, of course, amost trying
and painstaking work for usto dowhichwe will soon seeclearly.
However, we must keep in mind that only God can do Hiswork
and only man can do hiswork. Itis asimpossiblefor God to do
man@® work, and be consistent with His own laws, as it is for
man to do God® work which he has no power to do anyway.
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SanctificationN the imparted righteousness of GodN is the
process which clearly defines and clarifies our work from His.
We will discuss sanctification in another chapter.

It is through justification that we are credited as obeying
God@ commandments. (See Christ Our Righteousness p. 99,
Review & Herald, August 22, 1893.)

Orherefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.O Romans 5:1. Jesus not only
justifies me but dso makes peace between me, the sinner, and
God, my Maker whom | have been rebel ling against. Orhe be-
liever is not called upon to make his peace with God; he never
has nor ever can do this. Heis to accept Christ as his peace, for
with Christ is God and peece@

O. .. The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to thelaw of God, neither indeed can be. So then they
that are inthefl esh cannot pl easse God.ORomans 8:7-8. Carnal-
ity isaterm that should shock every church member into action.
Contrary to common belief, carndity does not refer to the man
of the world who does not know God, but rather to the man of
the church who knows God but does not follow on to know Him
better.

Paul refers to three levels of life of human bei ngs: the natu-
rd man, the carnal man, and the spiritual man. 1 Corinthians
2:14, 15 & 3:1. We are dl living on one of these levels. The
naturd is the nature we inherited from birth. The spiritud is the
nature given by God when we are born again and when we con-
tinueto grow in Christ. The carnal nature is between thetwo. It
isthat new nature givento manwhen heisborn of the Spirit and
not of the flesh, but who did not grow O . . unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.O Ephesians 4:13.

Thisisthe condition of man asdescribed by Johnin Revel a
tion 3:14-22 O.. . neither cold nor hot . . . lukewarm, and neither

cold nor hot . . . | will spew thee out of my mouth . . .O
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Orhefigure of spewing out of His mouth means that

He cannot offer up your prayers or your expressions of

love to God. He cannot endorse your teaching of His

word or your spiritual work in anywise. He cannot

present your religiousexercises with therequest that grace
be given you.(?

We are wel aware of the fact that unless our prayers are
anointed withthe Spirit of the Lord Jesus, God does not hear us.
O. .. No man cometh unto the Father, but by me,Osaid Jesus in
John 14:6. Thisleaves usin a position where we must make a
decision. Thisiswhy Jesussaid, O. .. | would thou wert cold or
hot.O Revelation 3:15. Revelation 3:18 carefully follows with,
Q counsd theeto buy of me gold tried in the fire.. . .O We must
keep in mind that man makes this purchase without money and
without price. Isaiah 55:1.

Someone has said Qrictory is born out of crisis.O Our crisis
is to see the utter foolishness of the lukewarm condition and
sense our real need of the gold God advises us to obtain. Here
we need special wisdom, for many have come to this point but
followed Satan® plan. They think they are walking out of their
problems when heis only leading them into deeper problems.

To Qurn over anew | eaf,Oto Qletermine to do better,Cto Che
more faithful Oare good i deas but they are powerl ess to change
thelife.

QA's the leaven, when mingled with the medl, works
fromwithinoutward, soitisby the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God. There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart. Gt (See
aso Selected M essages, book 1, p. 353.)
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The deci sion we must make is to alow the mind of Christ to
become ours. Q.et thismindbeinyou, whichwasalsoin Christ
Jesus.O Philippians 2:5.

GBod has made provision that we may become like
Him, and He will accomplish this for al who do not in-
terpose a perverse will and thus frustrate His grace.O

Qwith untold | oveour God hasloved us, and our | ove
awakens toward Him as we comprehend something of
the length and breadth and depth and hei ght of this love
that passeth knowledge. By therevelation of the attrac-
tive loveliness of Christ, by the knowledge of His love
expressed to us whilewe were yet sinners, the stubborn
heartis mel ted and subdued, and thesinner istransformed
and becomes a child of heaven. God does not employ
compulsory measures; love is the agent which He uses
to expd sin fromthe heart. By it He changes prideinto
humility, and enmity and unbdli ef into loveand faith.OL

With faith as the vehicle and love as the power, each originating
with and coming from Christ, we can easily see that the process
must be His aso. Praise God! It is His by right of His own
purchase through His willing death upon the cross. GDn the
cross of Cavary He paid the redemption price of therace. And
thus He gained the right to rescue the capti ves from the grasp of
the great deceiver.0'2 This makes it ¢l ear that Christ took care
of every conceivable legal consideration that God® holy law
demanded before Heattempted to rescue man from the pit of sin
into which he had fdlen. For ChristisO.. .the Lamb slain from
the foundation of the world.O Revelation 13:8.

Now, of course, we recognize that God® plan effectively
silences Satan® charges that since man had sinned, he belonged
to him. Oh, the blessedness of the most preci ous gift God gives
to man when He gives back the will that Adam surrendered at
thetimewhen he fdl! This gift of areturned will enables us to
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chooseto love, serve, and obey another master even if we know
that we do not have power to accomplish that which we have
chosen to do.

That choi ce freed Godto carry out Hisplantolegaly justify
and credit to me, a sinner, His perfect character that He devel-
oped here on this earth while buffeted by the most severe temp-
tations of Satan. That is why our record reads Qust as if 1@
never sinned,Oand Satan can do nothing about it. That is the
reason why when Ghe Son makesyou free you are free indeed.O

Let me repeat: The vehicle is faith, the power is love, the
processisthepl an of redemption, and praise Hisholy name! it@
legd anywhere in the entire world. It is not only legd, but it
aso constitutes the only source of red joy and happiness for the
entire world.

Notes:

1 Thoughts From the M ount of Bl essing, p. 94.

2 Steps to Christ, p. 62.

3 TheReview and Herald, September 16, 1902,
Christ Our Righteousness, p. 104.

Questions on Doctrine, p. 672.

Christ Our Righteousness, p. 35.

Questions on Doctrine, p. 672.

The Desire of Ages, p. 744.

Selected M essages, book 1, p. 395.

Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 408.

10 Christ® Object Lessons, p. 97.

11 Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 76, 77.

12 Questions on Doctrines, p. 672

© 00 N O O b~




His Robe Or Mine/ 30

3.
HOW GOOD | SPERFECT?

QWhat do ye imagine against the Lord? He will make an
utter end; affliction shall not rise up the second time.O Nahum
1:9. Thesewords of Scripture constitute one of the most amaz-
ing promises found in all of the Bible.

God® Word aso declares, Of the Son therefore shall make
you free, yeshall befree indeed.O John 8:36. This amazing prom-
ise, that man will never fail again, will be carried out in this
freedom which He gives to us. Here we have pictured to us a
timethat iscoming in the near future when, not eveninthought,
will sin raiseits ugly head again.

Our first response to this thought is apt to be that with dl
evil removed there will be no inclination to sin, so obedience
will be natural. However, thiswasthe conditionin heavenwhen
sin started. And let me further remind you that in times of ease
and prosperity man strays farthest from the Lord. Isn@®this one
of the mgj or problems of thechurch today? QRich and increased
with goods,Obut destitute of love.

How is God able to make such a sweeping promise? In
Madachi 4:1 God says that the cleansing fire that purifies the
earthwill, intheprocess, dso removesinN both root and branch.
InJohn 15:5 Jesus says, @ amthevine, ye are the branches. .. .O
Here Jesus was spesking to His disci ples after one had separated
himsef from thetwel ve. Would it not be just as true to say that
Satan i s dso the root from which the branches of theworld are
growing? These areto be consumed in the cleansing fire.
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But we must look much deeper to see what is involved in
God@ promise of Nahum 1.9, which declares an enemy shal

not ari se the second time. The first enemy arose by looking to
himsel f!

There has dways been the possibility within the freedom of
God@ crestion for the root of sin to gring up. How can God
promise that not one of His redeemed, or someone from an
unfalen world, or even an angel from heaven will ever, evenin
thought, rebel against Him? Marve of marvels, this will bethe
impact of the plan of sal vati on throughout God@creation! God,
who knows the future, assures us that this will be so.

God® work is dready finished for those who dwell in the
heavens. Inhabited worlds and angels have been ableto rgoice
that they have been liberated from the presence of evil angels
and from Satan. Reveation 12:12. However, this quarantined
earth and its inhabitants are fully aware of the presence of Satan
and his workers.

Even so, to some of us sin has not yet become exceedi ngly
sinful. Its deadly nature has not come through to us as maig-
nant (deadly). Somehow we think that we can drop its bewitch-
ing influenceupon us jus beforeweare permitted to enter heaven.

QA\ngedlic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection
falledin Eden . .. Our only hopeis perfect trust in the blood of
Him who can save to the uttermost dl that come unto God by
Him.G' To the uttermost means saving from sef not in sef.
The malignant nature of sin is revealed as wetrust in sdlf rather
than in God® Word!

Could this be the reason why thereisin our world today an
unprecedented call from every class of soci ety for sel f-expres-
sion? Nations are demandi ng independence. Cities, towns and
villagesare d| declaringtheir own authority. Familiesarebeing
broken almost as fast as they areformed. Children are Gdoing
their own thingOas a direct result of the salf-expression atmo-
sphere that permeates the world.
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Satan is doing his work wel. Thus, sef-assertiveness and
self-worth are declared to be the answer to persond, aswel as
public, problems. Think what this spirit started in heaven so
long ago. We cannot retain self and yet enter the kingdom of
God. If we ever atan unto holiness, it will be through the re-
nunciation of self and the reception of the mind of Chri .G

Sdfishthoughts not only unfit usfor heaven, but Qvhen self
is woven into our labors, then the truth we bear to others does
not sanctify, refine, and ennoble our own hearts; it will not tes-
tify that we are fit vessdls for the M aster @ use 3

How are we to be free from sdf? Hebrews 12:6 tells us, O .
. He chasteneth . . . every son whom he receiveth.O This is to
remove every root of bitterness (sdf) that could spring up to
trouble us.

CBee that ye refuse not him that speaketh . . .O Hebrews
12:25. How essy to hide sel f behind a screen of not understand-
ing when Hespeaks. God does not promise that we shall under-
stand everything before wefollow His calling. Hebrews 11 re-
veds alarge number of faithful who did not understand God®
purposes, yet they dl obeyed. Abel, Enoch, Noah and Abraham
are just a few. Some might cal this blind faith. But | would
remind you that God@children O. .. walk by faith, not by sight.O
2 Corinthians 5:7.

How good is perfect? Perfection is not a state of goodness
to be attained, but rather a state of trusting God implicitly with-
out doubting or questioning. Itwasthis characteristicthat marked
Job@life and enabl ed God to say that Jobwas O. . . a perfect and
an upright man. . .O Job 1:8.

This commendation from the L ord camein spite of the fact
that Job testifies in chapter 42:6, O . . | abhor mysdlf, and repent
in dust and ashes.O Noah was declared to be O . . just. . . and
pefect . ..OGenesis6:9. Ye, likeL ot, Moses, Abraham, David
and Solomon, the Bible record of their lives reveds persond
imperfection.
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How good, then, is perfect? That depends.

QA s the leaven, when mingled with the medl , works
fromwithinoutward, soitisby the renewing of the heart
that the grace of God works to transform the life. No
mere external change is sufficient to bring us into har-
mony with God. There are many who try to reform by
correcting this or that bad habit, and they hope in this
way to become Christians, but they are beginning in the
wrong place. Our first work is with the heart. (%

Orhe man who attempts to keep the commandments
of God from a sense of obligation merelyN because he
is required to do soN will never enter the joy of obedi-
ence. He does not obey. When the requirements of God
are accounted a burden because they cut across human
incli nati on, we may know that the lifeis not a Christian
life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle
within. It springs from alove of righteousness, the love
of the law of God. The essence of dl righteousness is
loydty to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do right
because it is rightN because right doing is pleasing to
God.&®

God has a plan whereby we may be found perfectN not by
human effort Qest any man should boast.O This perfectionis a
marve ous gift from Jesus Christ that isgiventoal who believe.

O'helaw requiresrighteousness,N arighteouslife, a
perfect character; and this man has not to give. He can-
not meet the claims of God@® holy law. But Christ, com-
ing to earth as man, lived a holy life, and developed a
perfect character. These He offers as a free gift to dl
who will receive them.CP

How good is perfect? Perfection is a divine accomplish-
ment reved ed in the life of Jesus our Lord during His earthly
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life on this planet. His life reved s perfect trust, total depen-
dence upon His Father for daily living and accomplishing the
will of God.

Now, He finished His workN completed everything in our
behafN knowing that we could never in our strength do what
God@law requires. Whatis our part? Exercise thewill! Choose
totrustHim! Evenif weknow that wecannot dowhat wechoose
to do, by choosing we open the door for Christ to do in us what
we are unable to do for ourselves. So, in truth, the child of God
chooses to trust in al things. Then hiswork isto let Christ do
the trusting through him and refuse to alow circumstances or
situations to create doubts in the method Christ is using to do
His work.

If werefuse to doubt His methods of working in us and sm-
ply believe Heknowswhat Heis doing, then wewill havelearned
Christ@ secret of victoryN even in the face of apparent defeat.

Let me closethis chapter by quoting my favorite and most
helpful paragraph fromthe pen of one who lived what shewrote:

O'he Father @ presence encircled Christ, and noth-
ing befd | Him but that which infinite love permitted for
the blessing of theworld. Herewas His source of com-
fort, and it is for us. He who isimbued with the Spirit of
Christ abides in Christ. The blow that is amed a him
falsuponthe Saviour, who surrounds himwith His pres-
ence. Whatever comes to him comes from Christ. He
hasnoneedto resistevil, for Christishisdefense. Noth-
ing can touch him except by our Lord® permission, and
Q@1 thingsCthat are permitted Qvork together for good to
them that love God.ORomans 8:28.8

How goodis perfect? All the goodness we will ever haveis
simply aperfect trust in Jesus. OThrough the merits of Christ,
through His righteousness, which by faith is imputed unto us,
we areto attain to the perfection of Christian character.&®
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4,
GRAVEYARD RELIGION

QX now yenot, that so many of us aswerebaptizedinto Jesus
Christ were baptized i nto his death?0 Romans 6:3. Most Chris-
tians who have been baptized by immersion are fully aware of
being baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
But al too few are aware of the fact that baptism is into Christ@
death.

Paul says, Orherefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that likeas Christ wasra sed up fromthe dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we aso should walk in newness of
life.0 Romans 6:4.

Baptism symbolizes a death experience that already should
have taken place in the beiever @life. The death herespoken of
is the death of the nature we were born with. That incorrigible
old nature is fit only for death. The natura result of death is
buria from which there would be no resurrection. In fact, Paul
states that O . . our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin.O Romans 6:6.

QUndoubtedly the great difficulty with the mgjority
of believers is that they are trying to live Christ@ life
without first having died Christ® death. They seem to
have the notion that Christ died so that we need not die,
and so through faith in Christ they hopeto live without
dying. Paul said, Ohey that are intheflesh cannot please
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God@Romans 8:8, and Ghey that are Christ( have cruci-
fied the fleshGGalati ans 5:24.6

A clear understanding of the importance of this fact is abso-
lutely necessary if we are to have a successful wak with the
Lord.

O'he new birth is arare experiencein this age of the
world. This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They
have been baptized, but they were buried dive. Sdf did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newness of life
in Christ.&?

The foregoing statement was written in 1897. Undoubtedly
it would be equally true today. Paul states further, CTherefore if
any man bein Christ, heis anew cresture: (creation) old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.O 2
Corinthians 5:17.

Why isit necessary for the old nature to die? Jesusanswers,
@ror whosoever will save his life shal lose it: and whosoever
will lose his life for my sake shal find it.O Matthew 16:25.
Apparently there is nothing that can be done to cure the old sin-
ful nature of man. Itjustsimply mustdie. If thereistobeanew
life, the old must pass away.

Meade M acGuire, inhisbook, His Crossand Mine, givesus
aninsight that is very helpful .

O'here is a great difference between sins and sin.
Many find serious difficulty in their Christian life be-
cause they do not understand this distinction. Beneath
al our acts of transgression is the principle of sin from
which they spring. Though al our evil deeds were par-
doned, we would still go on sinning. Something more
must be done for us than simply to pardon our si ns.C?
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M acGuire continues:;

OHereit is necessary to consider the distinction be-
tween sin and sins. Sins, acts of disobedience, trans-
gressions of thedivine law, God is always ready to for-
give, through the merits of Christ, in response to the
prayer of penitence and faith. But sn God cannot for-
give

Sin is the nature which leads us to disobey God®
law. Thenaturewithwhichwe comeintothe world does
not change, as we read in the Saviour® words: Orhat
whichisborn of the fleshisflesh; and that whichisborn
of the Spirit is spirit.O The only way to be rid of a bad
nature is by death. Theonly way to receive agood na
tureisto beborn aga e

Desth is the only way to ded with the old nature.

Hereishow thisdeath takes placeinthe believer. The lower
passions have their seat in the body and work through it. The
words flesh or fleshly or carnal lusts refer to the lower nature.
We are commanded to crucify the flesh, with the affections and
lusts. How?By inflicting pain on the body? No. What | want to
doisto put to desth the temptation to sin. Kill thecorrupt thought.
| want every thought controlled by Jesus Christ.2

InRomans 6, Paul decl aresthat the death of the old natureis
red. Inverse 11 wearetold to reckon thisto beafact! Hereis
where many Christians fail. It is so easy to bdieve this experi-
ence to be a theological expression, but not something that is
rea or practica .

Satan is responsible for this reasoning. When God states a
fact, Satan will oppose, modify or attempt to change the fact to
suit his cause. Satan knows that if the Christian truly believes
his old nature is red ly dead, his power is broken.

In order to reinforce his clam that the deeth experience is
not red, Satan tries to get the Christian to live more and morein
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his fedings rather than by his faith. And so he gets the believer
to fall into sin. Then heturns around and blames him for faling
into sin. And he uses this experience of faling as proof that the
old natureisnot dead. Hesimply uses perfectly rationa reason-
ing and says, Qf the old nature were dead, you would not have
been tempted.O

At this point, itis necessary for the Christian to stop trying
to reason his way through the maze of feelings he has coursing
through his being. He must, in spite of fedings, believe God®
Word.

If he has given himsdlf to Christ he knows that O . . they
that are Christ@ have crucified the flesh with the affections and
lusts.O Gaatians 5:24. We must dways return to God® Word
and stop trying to reason with Satan® suggestions if we are to
remain Christians. God saysthat your old natureis dead even if
you havefdlen into sin through being tempted. Satan says that
itisnot dead. Now the question for us to answer is notwhat do
we believe, but who do we believe?

How can | handle these fedings? Read chapter one again
and observe the fact that Satan i sthe master of our fedings. The
following statements underscore this fact:

Q\Ve should daily dedicate oursdl ves to God and be-
lieve Heaccepts the sacri fice, without examining whether
we have that degree of feding that corresponds with our
fath. Feding and faith are as distinct as the east is from
thewest. Faith is not dependent upon feding. We must
earnestly cry to God in faith, feeling or no feding, and
then live our prayers. Our assurance and evidence is
God® word, and after we have asked we must believe
without doubti ng.C’f’

In order to help us see how subtle this question of faith ver-
sus fedings is, let us think clearly as we read this next quota
tion:
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O .. God must be served from principle instead of
fromfeeling ... Confound not faith and fed ing together.
They are distinct. Faith is oursto exercise. This fath
we must keep in exercise. Bdieve, believe. Let your
faith takehol d of the blessing, anditisyours. Your feel-
ings havenothi ngto dowith thisfaith. Whenfaith brings
the blessing to your heart, and you rgoice in the bless-
ing, it is no morefaith, but fedi ng.O7

The last sentencein the foregoing paragraph is not the easi-
est to grasp. Plesseread it again. Now let@ take acloser look.
Obviously, itis avery short step from faith to feding. Or can
we say that living by faith requires constant vigilance lest we
slip into living by feding.

A clear Biblica example might hel pusat thispoint. InL uke
10:17 the Bible says, GA\nd the seventy returned again with joy,
saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through Thy
name.O Catch the excitement that must have been shown by
these returning missionaries. Never had they had an experience
like that before. Their joy must have been very evident, for it is
especially menti oned.

Now listen to Christ@ response in verse 18: QAnd he said
unto them, | beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.O What
aresponse! | can dmost see the expressions on the faces of
those workers, can@you? There must have been some ta king
among thosemen. GHe must not have understood what we said.
Why is He so sad? | can® figure Him out.O Some may have
even tried to clarify their report.

Jesus, however, was responding from a wea th of experi-
ence that they knew nothing about. Christ@® mind went back to
thefall of Lucifer and He simply was saying, O saw that same
spirit in Satan long ago and now | am seging it here.O To Satan
had been given the blessing of great power. He thrilled to the
power but forgot the greater blessing of his relationship to the
sourceof that power. The key words here that reveal thesolemn
truth are Gubject unto us.O
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Listen now to verses 19 and 20: CBehold, | give unto you
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over dl the power
of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. Not-
withstanding in this rgoice not, that the spirits are subject unto
you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in
heaven.O

The greatest blessing possible for God to bestowN abless-
ing that cost the life of the Son of GodN was set aside and rel-
egated to an insignificant place when compared to the casting
out of devils. Cdvary wastheprice paid that we might have our
names written in heaven. The power to cast out devils Christ
could give a no cost to Himsdf. How often we think more of a
basket of groceries miraculously set on our front steps when
needed, than the gift of God in alowing us to become members
of Hisfamily, O . . of hisflesh, and of his bones.O Ephesians
5:30.

Now that we have pointed out the problems of living by our
fedings, let us return to the question of how we handle these
fedings. Do we grit our teeth and bear them? Do we ignore
them and hopethat they will goaway? Isit better to expressour
fedings and thereby let the tension or stress out? These and
many other solutions would receive support from some very re-
sponsible people.

All our fedings are much easier to deal with by first check-
ing their source. We must keep in mind the fact that God works
first with the heart (mind) and His work isfrom inside outward.
Satan, on the other hand, works through the fedings and his
work is from the outside inward.

God motivates al of our actions through the mind. Satan
moti vates through the senses. He bypasses the reasoning pro-
cess. Please remember, Crhere are but two powers that control
theminds of meni the power of God and the power of Satan.®
Withthese factsin mind it iseasier to ascertain the source of the
fedings and know what to do with them.
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But how do wehandl ethefedings even whenweknow they
are from the devil? We must remember the counsd in The
Adventist Home, p.128. QPut to death the temptation to sin.O
Thisisimpossible for usto doin our own strength. Right hereis
where we must use the power of the will.

Wemust chooseto bd ieve Godin spite of our fed ings. Hav-
ing done this, then we must frankly admit to ourselves that we
cannot control our fedings. Then flee to the Lord in prayer,
admitting our inability, and thank Him for His grest power and
willingness to ddiver us. He will deliver! The feelings wil |
pass away and peace will reignin our heart.

It may be necessary to do this often for atime until we con-
vince Satan that we will not willingly be control led by feelings.
Walk by faithN fedings or no fedings. Keep thinking, | am
dead, and my life is hid with Christ in God. Colossians 3:3.
What can the devil do with a dead person? When the will is
used to choose even that which we cannot do, God is glorified,
for Helovesto do for us that which it is not possible for usto do
for ourselves.

Graveyard religion may not have much appead for us, 1@n
sure it didn® for Jesus. Yet, it is the only way out of this sin
problem. He said to the Greeks who came to see Him just be-
fore His desth O . . Except a corn of wheat fa | into the ground
and die, it abideth done but if it die, it bringeth forth much
fruit.O John 12:24.

May | suggest that your graveyard may be inyour own home,
workshop, office or anywhere that self may arise during each
day(@ activities. Remai ning a Christian takes much more than a
daily dyingtosdf. With Paul wemust be @ilways bearing about
inthebody the dying of the Lord Jesus, thatthelife dso of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body. So then death worketh in
us, but lifein you.O 2 Corinthians 4:10 & 12.

There is only one way to attract others to Jesus and not to
ourselves. If sef ishidden (crucified) Jesusisreveaed. CChrist
is waiting with longing desire for the manifestati on of Himself
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in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly
reproduced in His peopl e, then He will come to clam them as
His own.

Notes:

1 ThelLifeof Victory, by Meade MacGuire, p. 35.

2 The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1075,
Manuscript 148, 1897.

His Cross and Mine, by M eade MacGuire, p. 80.

His Cross and Mine, by Meade MacGuire, p. 91.

TheActs of theApostles, pp. 127,128.

Selected M essages, book 2, p. 243.

Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 167.

Temperance, p. 276.

Christ® Object Lessons, p. 69.
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5.
CHRISTIANS ARE BORN NOT MADE

Theborn-again experience spoken of morethan adozen times
intheNew Testament isoften grossly misunderstood. To many,
itis simply believing in Jesus. To others, accepting Jesus as
Saviour is to be born-again. To still others, bapti sm by immer-
sion equals bei ng born-again.

May | suggest that the new birth is such a dynamic, vitai z-
ing experience, as pictured in God® Word, that many people
find it difficult to accept literally what the Scriptures teach.

Orhe man who is redlly God(@® son does not practice sin, for
God® nature is in him, for good, and such a heredity is inca
pable of sin.O 1 John 3:9, Phillips.

(Everyone who bdieves that Jesus is the Christ is born of
God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child aswell.O
1 John 5:1, N.I.V.

Gror whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and
thisis the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.O 1
John 5:4.

We can see that being born-again is where the power of the
Christian liferesides. Now we must discover what makes this
power ared experienceto us personaly. John declares, GAnd
thisis therecord, that God hath given to us eternd life, and this
lifeisin his Son. Hethat hath the Son hath life, and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life.O 1 John 5:11, 12.
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Could it be that in our eagerness to learn what is truth we

have neglected to seewho is the Truth? In our search for truth

there may be something that is blinding us to truth. We shal try

to discover what it is that blinds, so effectively, honest searchers

and thus learn how to clear the way for this marvel ous experi-
ence of the new birth.

@Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my
voice, and open the door, | will comein to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me.O Revelation 3:20. Apparently these
words are addressed to God® Laodicean church of today, for
they are apart of the special messageof Jesusto Hislast church.
It is, therefore, imperative that we know the answer to the oft
repeated question, GHow am | born again?0 Or is this merdly a
verbal experience? Isitliteral? If litera, how much of my life
does this give Jesus access to? My religious life? My business
life? My recreationa life? Just how much is necessary before
He will enter my life?

CGEvery thought isto bebrought i nto captivity to Jesus
Christ. All anima propensitiesareto be subjectedtothe
higher powers of thesoul. The love of God must reign
supreme; Christ must occupy an undivided throne. Our
bodies are to be regarded as His purchased possession.
The members of the body are to become the instruments
of righteousnass.(’)1

Obviously, this experience invol ves much more than being
willing to part with our bad habits, our evil natures, our love of
theworld, and our earthly possessions. Every thought must be
under His control. All naturd inclinations and members of the
body itsdf must reflect His righteousness.

In order to accomplish this, Jesus says, @ counsd thee to
buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be cl othed, and that the shame
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
save, that thou mayest see.O Revelation 3:18.
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QWhat i sit that constitutes thewretchedness, the nakedness,
of those who fed rich and i ncreased with goods? It is the want
of the righteousness of Christ® Even a strong belief in the
correct doctrind teachings of the church cannot save anyone.
Jesus must have full control of every facet of our lives. Thisis
not an arbitrary demand of our Saviour; itissimply oneof God®@
divine naturd laws. Itisthelaw that says, O . . the carnal mind
is enmity against God . . .O Romans 8:7.

For thisreason, Nicodemus cameto Jesus by night. His heart
was heavy, for he desired thecovering of Christ@righteousness,
the assurance of salvation, but he did not know how to get it.
Jesus saw his need and went straight to the point. O. . Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.O John
3:3. NicodemusQwedth, influence, persona achievementswere
of no valuein meeting JesusOrequirements of anew birth.

Here was NicodemusQcrisis. Unable to see the answer, he
dedlared, O. . . How can these things be?0 John 3:9. Jesus had
dready told him, Orhat which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.O Verse 6. Nicodemus
did not wish to see this. Sdf was very much divein him.

Christ@ statement to Nicodemus still stands. Flesh cannot
crucify flesh, no matter how many promises, pledges, commit-
ments we might make, or how much sincere effort we might
expend. Thereisalwaysalittle bit of flesh-sef still divetotake
over again. Someone has said that self would rather be thought
evil of than not to be thought of at all.

Christis standing at the door of His church with His voice
pleading, Q . . If any man hear my voice, and open the door, |
will comein . .. ORevelaion 3:20. Why does Jesus picture
Himsdf thus? Because we, like Nicodemus, are still blind to
sdf. We have yet to seethat Christians are born and not made.

M any earnest Chri stian people have the ideathat with God®
help their old natureN the fleshN can be cleansed, purified, freed
from the evil within and then they will be able to live victorious
lives for God. This is Satan® counterfeit! His plan is to lead
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human beings to beli eve that human nature can be changed. He
knowsthat it isonly fittodie, but hetriesto cover thetruth with
lies and keep us blinded.

O'he Christian@ life is not amodification or improvement
of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to
sdf and sin, and anew lifea together. Thischangecan bebrought
about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit.C')3

CChrist cameto earth, taking humani ty and standing as man®®
representative, to show in the controversy with Satan that man,
as God created hi m, connected with the Father and the Son, could
obey every divine requi rement.C#

This quotati on deserves some very seriousthought. Initwe
find the reason why it was absolutely necessary for Jesus to be
born with asinless nature such as thefirst Adam had. Itis only
that which is born of the Spirit that God can work with to mold
and fashion according to His will. Sinful nature is unstabl e and
will not respond to the M aster Worker. Thedesiremay beinthe
mind, but the flesh isincorrigible. Theresult is failure.

When Jesus said, O . . Except a corn of whest fall in the
ground and die, it abideth done. . .OJohn 12:24, He was obvi-
ously speaking of baptism which, in truth, symbolizes degth.

Orhe new birth is arare experiencein this age of the
world. This is the reason why there are so many per-
plexities in the churches. Many, so many, who assume
the name of Christ are unsanctified and unholy. They
have been baptized, but they were buried dive. Sdf did
not die, and therefore they did not rise to newnessof life
in Christ.CP (written in 1897).

@But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God.OJohn 1:12,13. It isquite cl ear that
Inspiration teaches the necessity of the spiritual birth before one
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becomes a son of God or a member of His family. However,
death must precedelife.

Thesolution to thi s problem isbeyond man@ abilities. Man,
even in his sinful nature, can exercise his God-given will and
chooseto die and be born again.

This process is described in chapter one of this book. We
had nothing to do with our natural birth but, praise God, we do
have a God-given part in the born-again experience. We can
choose to be born again. However, even in this new birth there
must be a connecti on with the Father and the Son. This is what
justifi cation accompli shes.

The Father justifies the believer on the basis of his accep-
tance of Jesus and His atonement on the crossin the beiever @
behal f.

Jesuslived His lifein direct connection with His Father. He
said, O. . TheSon cando nothing of himsdf .. .Qlohn5:19. His
life of obedienceto every divine requirement was not indepen-
dent from His Father but 100 percent dependent upon His Fa
ther. Itisthusthat Hislifeis aperfect example for usto follow.

Jesus tells us, O. . . without me ye can do nothing.O John
15:5. Independent of Jesus, even in the new birth experience,
we cannot obey the divine requirements. But Jesus living in us,
as the Father lived in Him, makes it possible to obey. He does
thisin us. And that is good news, isn@it?

The question we must ask is, QVhat is the divine require-
ment | must meet?OWe find the answer in the foll owing quota-
tion: ABod requiresthe entiresurrender of the heart before j usti-
fication can take place; and in order for man to retain justifica:
tion, there must be continual obedience, through active, living
faith that works by love and purifies the soul.C

You will notice that while the condition for justification is
surrender, the condition for retaining justification is continual
obedience. Doesjustificati on enable usto obey? No. Justifica-
tion dedl s only with our legd recordN our standing before God.
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How can we meset the second condition? Here is how:

O\s God works in the heart, and man surrenders his
will to God, and cooperates with God, he works out in
the lifewhat God works in by the Holy Spirit, and there
is harmony between the purposeof theheart and the prac-
tice of thelife. Every sinmust be renounced asthe hate-
ful thing that crucified the Lord of life and gl ory, and the
believer must havea progressiveexperienceby continu-
aly doing the worksof Christ. Itis by continua surren-
der of the will, by continua obedience, that the blessing
of justifi cation is retained. &/

Pleasenoticethat man@workisto surrender hiswill. Christ@
life was one of continua surrender. We will speak more of this
inalater chapter. Continual obedience is the result of the pro-
cess of sanctification, which we will consider in the next chap-
ters. 1t may seem to some that human nature has been pictured
astotaly insignificant. That is, indeed, the point.

QWhen the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new
power takes possession of the new heart. A change is
wrought which man can never accomplish for himself.
It is a supernatural work, bringing a supernatural ee-
ment into human nature. Thesoul that isyielded to Christ
becomes His own fortress, which He holds in arevolted
world, and He intends that no authority shal be known
init but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the
heavenly agencies is impregnabl e to the assaults of Sa-
tan. . .. The only defense agai nst evil istheindwdling of
Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness.
Unless we become vitally connected with God, we can
never resist the unhall owed effects of sdf-love, sdf-in-
dulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leave off many
bad habits, for the time we may part company with Sa-
tan; but without a vital connection with God, through
the surrender of ourseves to Him moment by moment,






